
 
 

 

 

Good Bye Mrs. Olmsted, We Will Miss You! 
By Grace Kan 
 
 Mrs. Kathy Olmsted, our Assistant Principal, has worked here 
for 14 years. To our sadness, she has accepted a position at Kenilworth 
Jr. High in Petaluma as Assistant Principal. Mrs. Olmsted’s last day at 
our school was December 17, 2010.  She visited several classes to 
inform them that she was leaving. Mrs. Olmsted said, “I am proud to 
have been a part of this school. We encourage our students to be 
lifelong learners and I am taking that to heart in my own life. It is time 
for me to leave this special place and continue my professional growth. 
Even though I won’t physically be here, Forestville School will be with 
me in my heart. Thanks to all of you who have made my time here so 
special.” As she was saying her goodbyes, she was on the verge of 
crying. Seeing this, the students too, seemed to be in grief.  
 Mrs. Olmsted brought a lot of energy and expertise to our school 
in her 14 years here. She worked as a Speech Therapist, an Assistant 
Principal, the Coordinator of Student Services, and the Special 
Education Director. She is an amazingly dedicated individual that 
worked hard to help students succeed. She was friendly to everyone.  
 Students signed a huge banner and hung it in the Staff Room 
where staff and students gathered before she left to congratulate Mrs. 
Olmsted on her new position. They celebrated with cake and 
refreshments and there were lots of hugs to go around. We will miss 
you very much Mrs. Olmsted! 
 

Holiday Window Painting Makes Sprits Rise 
Everyone Has a Great Time Painting 
By Hannah Pieh 
 

On Sunday December 1, kids large and small set out to 
paint the windows of downtown Forestville.  Every year, 
Deborah Padrick organizes this event, not just for fun.  The 
businesses that get their windows painted donate money to the 
Art program.  This event is so important because kids have fun 
and our school gets money!  Everyone was allowed to come 
and paint. Kids, parents, and even people from other schools 
participated.  Many children that don’t draw every night or 
pick Art as their favorite subject in school, changed their 
opinions on painting after this event.  There were so many 
paintings up and down Highway 116.  Ruby Van Dyke said 
that her painting is “the one with Polar Bears kissing….on the front window of Carr’s.”  When asked about her 
experience Ruby said, “…window painting was fun and it made me happy!”  A lot of the children (and adults) 
like to walk up and down the streets of Forestville pointing out all of their favorite paintings.  As you can see, 
window painting brings spirit to Forestville every year.  
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Art Pep Wish List 

 
 
 

   

The Viking Voice 
is published by the students of the  

Forestville Union School District and 
the Forestville Education Foundation 

 
Please turn in submittals at school office or e-mail 

them to jbertero@forestvilleusd.org  
            
 

Advertising: 
 Requested donation  

(Business card size 2” x 3.5”) 
$30 per issue or $100 per year  
Thank you for your donations. 

For information contact  
jbertero@forestvilleusd.org 

 
 
 

Each of the following students was 
responsible for the reporting, writing, 

photography, editing, and formatting of 
this publication. 

 
 
 
 

  
Emma Cilley, Katrina Hampton, 
Kayla Holdren, Kira Kamrath, 
Grace Kan, Jacinda Padilla,  

Hannh Pieh, Nancy Rodriguez,  
and Celest Salgado 
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Teacher  
Box 
Tops  

Soup 
Labels  Total  

(pre-3rd)    
Matsumoto 616 482 1098 
Anderson 151 636 787 
Preschool 165 515 680 
Huberty 238 234 472 
Umino 253 68 321 
Ferguson 171 42 213 
Humrich 140 42 182 
Mork 166 12 178 
Porter 167 4 171 
    
(4th-8th)    
Mrs. 
Nelson 876 221 1097 
Fox 335 516 851 
Blechel 452 310 762 
Terrell 41 528 569 
Graves 256 68 324 
Hegenbart 137 76 213 
Aldridge 99 76 175 
Nelson D 86 25 111 
Huberty 95 10 105 
Swanson 43 0 43 
Hayden 10 5 15 

 

 
Fun at the Pumpkin Patch 
and Cheese Factory 
By Katrina Hampton 
 
 On November 1, 2010 the Kindergarten and first 
grade classes had a field trip to Peter’s Pumpkin Patch and 
Cheese Factory. There they tasted fresh cheese, ate ice cream 
and dug up potatoes. Drey, from Mrs. Porter’s class said, 
“When I went to the pumpkin patch I got stung by a bee on the 
cheek. I picked tomatoes and it was really fun. We ate lunch 
there and we went on a hayride.” Abby said, “I liked going on 
the bus. I liked milking the cow and I liked looking for my 
pumpkin. I liked that the milk came out of the cow really 
fast.” Ianna said, “I liked picking my pumpkin and digging up 
the potatoes and I went on the tractor. I got to see a purple 
potato.”  It sounds like 
they had a lot of fun on 
this field trip. 

 
Baskin Robbins Helping us 
to Save the Yearbook 
By Emma Cilley 

 
In the past, yearbooks have been free at Forestville 

School, but not anymore. The company that takes our photos 
used to give us our yearbooks for free but now they have to 
charge us for it. On the first Thursday of every month, Baskin 
Robbins will be having a fundraiser to help us raise funds for 
our yearbooks. Emily Eck, a sixth grader who goes to most 
fundraisers including the last Baskin Robbins fundraiser said, 
“I went to the last one and I had so much fun. I will be sure to 
go to the ones coming up!” They will be from 4-10 pm in 
Sebastopol. The address is 704 Gravenstein Hwy North. 20% 
of the profit will go to the school yearbook. Thank you Baskin 
Robbins for helping us try to save the school yearbook. The 
employees that work there are very nice and are always happy 
to help with new flavors and all the toppings you want. They 
have all the flavors you can think of. They have waffle cones 
to small bowls, from Oreos to gummy bears and much, much 
more. Be sure to go and check it out; maybe even get some ice 
cream. 

Box Tops 
&  

Soup Labels 
 

Classrooms Compete 
For Pizza Party 

     
 These are the new official standings 
for the race for the pizza party. If you 

want to help your class, bring your box 
tops and soup labels from home and put 

them in the “Box Tops and Soup 
Labels Bucket” in your classroom. 
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 4th Graders Enjoy Jelly Belly 
and Sticker Factory 
By Hannah Pieh 
 
      On Thursday, November 4th, both fourth grade 
classes took a field trip to the Jelly Belly Factory and Mrs. 
Grossman’s Sticker Factory.  Surprisingly, this field trip is not 
just for fun! As much as the kids enjoy it, it is educational! 
Mrs. Fox stated that the children would be working on a 
business project in which the children make a product and 
advertise for it. This field trip shows the kids how businesses 
market their products.  At each factory, the children were 
given a tour.  First, the children were shown how stickers were 
made. They were made by a big roll and a computer. The 
children were led through a few rooms, seeing the events that 
took place in each one.  They saw the LaserWeb, which is the 
only machine in the world that can cut the factory’s laser-cut 
stickers. At the Jelly Belly Factory, they were led around a big 
clear hallway, looking down at the machines making jelly 
beans.  The kids loved every part of the tour, especially the 
jelly bean wallpaper. “My favorite part was when they showed 
us how they made the flavor and stuff,” said Carson.  All of 
the students had positive things to say about this amusing field 
trip.  

After School Art Program 
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Square Dancing  
A Fun Lesson in P.E for the 8th Graders 
By Grace Kan 
 
  The 8th graders were learning how to square dance in P.E.  Square dance is a folk dance with groups of eight people and four 
couples who form a square. The couples are then numbered and dance counterclockwise through the square. Both P.E classes joined 
together to do this unit. The 8th graders started this unit on November 8th and ended it on the December 16th, before the winter break 
started. The 8th graders say that they had a lot of fun learning how to square dance. After almost completing the unit, the students were 
challenged to create their own type of square dance and present it to the whole class. Despite being embarrassed, each group presented 
wonderfully. Teachers, Ms. Beseda and Mr. Anderson say they are both very proud of these great 8th graders! 
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The Book Fair Raises Funds for Library 
Let’s Read 
By Katrina Hampton and Hannah Pieh  
 

During the week of December 6th – 11th, a Book Fair was held in our school’s library for 
students of all ages.  The Book Fair was a fundraiser for the library.  There were many popular titles 
including; Diary of a Wimpy Kid  and Ripley’s Believe It or Not.  The Book Fair had books, posters, 
and little trinkets like erasers.  Jonny Lushenko said that he got the book “Haddix, Book 2.”  Even 
though this Book Fair was a blast, Jonathan Montgomery wanted to see more books appropriate for 
middle-schoolers, meaning more great reads for older students.  This Book Fair was entertaining and 
students look forward to it every year.  

There were many volunteers who helped out with the Book Fair. Many thanks to Amy Norris, 
Barbara Farrell, Doug Eakins , Lisa Klaus , Tamina Wasson, Jean Bullard, Mary Ellen Palmer, 
Michelle Pfann, Pat Stone, Sherry Rupp and, of course, Elizabeth Koebsell. 

 
Students Hunt for Gold 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 In October, Schoolhouse hosted a gold coin 
scavenger hunt for the students that attend. This fun event was 
hosted outside on the lower playground. The children were 
paired up with partners and went around looking for gold 
coins. The hunt taught the students how to cooperate with 
others. It also taught sharing by kids sharing the gold with 
each other. The winner was decided by how much gold they 
found.  
Schoolhouse’s helper, Makayla Brain, had brought treats so 

that everyone was a 
winner. Lucy De La 
Rosa said,” I loved 
hunting for gold!” 
Many of the kids 
had a lot of fun 
with this hunt and 
are hoping to know 
when they get to do 
it again.   

Students Learn Values by 
Making Bracelets 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 The children who attend Schoolhouse have been 
making friendship bracelets. This is an ongoing project that 
both girls and boys have been participating in. This project has 
been going on since the beginning of the school year.  This 
project taught children friendship by exchanging and making 
bracelets for each other. The friendship bracelets that have 
been made so far are very elaborate and yet some of them are 
very simple. You would think that boys wouldn’t be at all 
interested in this project but, in fact they have been making 
more bracelets than the girls have. Some of the kids have said 
that this is the best project that they have done in a while. Kai 
Miller was the student that made the most friendship bracelets. 
“I like friendship bracelets because they were a fun activity to 
learn.” Kai learned many different styles from his mother. He 
took two days of just working on bracelets. The project was a 
huge hit.

. 
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Money Wars 
Saving the Rainforests 
By Grace Kan 
 
 Sixth graders, Amber McLarty and Emily Eck, created a fundraiser for the 
rainforests called the Money Wars. Three donation jars have been placed in the Academy 
office for the 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who are willing to donate.  Students can put nickels, 
dimes, and quarters in other grades’ jars and only put dollars and pennies in their own grade’s 
jar. This is because, nickels, dimes, and quarters are equal to negative points and pennies and 
dollars equal positive points. Emily and Amber said, “We thought of this idea to fundraise 
because we wanted to help out the environment and we thought of the rainforests. We chose 
rainforests because they are a huge factor for animals, being their home and resources for 
food. It is also a huge source of oxygen. So saving the rainforest will save many of the 
animals and save us from having less oxygen to breath.” There will be a prize for the winning 
grade so donate money for the rainforests and win a prize for you and your grade! 
 

Dia de los Muertos 
7th Grade Annual Celebration 
By Kira Kamrath 
 
 On November 1st and 2nd, Mr. Anderson’s and Mrs. Swanson’s 7th 
grade classes celebrated Dia de los Muertos - otherwise known as the Day of 
the Dead. Day of the Dead is when you celebrate your dearly departed loved 
ones and family. Some people even have a picnic on the dead person’s grave 
or leave their favorite food and/or drink there. Normally, this holiday is 
mainly celebrated by Mexicans, but now the holiday is celebrated by people 
all over the world.  

During these two days, the students participated in a series of fun, 
creative activities. In each class is an ofrenda, a shrine that honors dead 
relatives or loved ones that were close to you. Some of the things that you 
could put in the shrine were pictures, canned goods, or a skeleton drawing of 
yourself.  
 One of the students said, “Along with my celebration that I have at 
home, it was nice to share Dia de los Muertos with my classmates.” Another 
student, Hannah Pieh, also said,” It is a lot of fun. I wish that we had a longer time to celebrate!” 
 

1st Graders Enjoy Store Day  
By Kayla Holdren   

 
The first graders in Carol Mork’s class enjoy having Store Day!  The 
way Store Day works is when Carol Mork’s kids are behaving well 
they earn tickets. Every Monday they have Store Day.  Store Day is 
when all the kids count up their tickets and buy the things they think 
are cool. The things they can earn at store day are sticky eyeballs, 
bouncy balls, silly bands, decks of cards, and tons of other cool and 
interesting things.  The way they can earn tickets is by bringing their 
folders to class, being quiet when people are talking, and trying their 
best.  Daniela said, “I think Store Day is fun and I feel good when I 
earn tickets!”  Carol Mork is doing great and hopes this helps the kids 
have better behavior in school and have lots fun!!! 
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Challenging Students with Science  
 By Nancy Rodriguez 
 
           Bruce Tinkham is a retired teacher 
who teaches Science Olympiad every year.     
Meetings for the Science Olympiad Program 
are every Tuesday after school from 2:15 to 
3:45. In order to get students interested, Mr. 
Tinkham challenged 4th , 5th and 6th graders 
to make paper towers. The participants were 
given one meter of tape and ten sheets of 
paper and challenged to make the tallest 
tower possible. There were several different 
designs and the kids really got into it. 
 Science Olympiad will be held in 
Mr. Hayden’s room. The Science Olympiad 
finals will be at Lawrence Middle School on 
April 30, 2011. Team members for the finals 
will be selected from the Science Olympiad 
club members based on attitude, attendance, 
and team spirit.  At the end of the year all of 
the participants of the Science Olympiad 
will take a field trip to Pacific Coast Air 
Museum. 
 

Mr. Bruce Tinkham Receives Donation 
in Wife’s Name 

�
 Mr. Bruce Tinkham, 
Forestville School’s beloved Science 
Olympiad teacher, was given a 
donation in his wife’s name, for the 
Science Olympiad.  This donation 
came from a good friend and peer 
who works at the Sonoma County 
Office of Education (SCOE).  Mr. 
Mike Roa gave the donation to the 
Forestville Education Foundation in 
Mrs. Tinkham’s name because Bruce 
has given so many years and has 
worked so hard to keep the Science 
Olympiad a part of Forestville 
School’s extra-curriculum.  Mr. 
Tinkham’s wonderful wife, Judy, 
passed away last year and was always 
a great supporter of Science 
Olympiad and Forestville School.  
Thank you, Mr. Tinkham!!

Bruce Tinkham (Tink) helping students during his 
Science Olympiad paper tower challenge. 



Published by the Students of the Forestville Union School District                                                 January 2011 

 8 

I am a bat with a certain flare. 
I don't get caught in people's hair. 

People don't really give a hoot 
that I spread seeds for lots of fruit. 
I might give you a big, big fright, 

but I eat mosquitoes so they don't bite. 
 

The Great Tradition of Bat Day 
By Kayla Holdren  
 
 On October 28, Mrs. Huberty’s first grade class 
celebrated Bat Day that Mrs. Huberty has every year.  Bat Day 
is when all the kids in Mrs. Huberty’s first grade class celebrate the 
end of their bat unit.  Before they could have fun, they had to take 
a Bat Test.  A Bat Test is a test that all the kids take at the end of 
their unit on what they were learning.  Luckily all the kids passed!  
Since all the kids passed, they got bat awards.  All the kids really 
liked getting bat awards and felt special.  After they did the tests, 
they put on the black bat wings and bat ears that they had made 
themselves out of paper.  Then, they went on the primary field, 
flew around, and had an exciting time!  The parents also enjoyed 
all their kids having fun learning about bats which they were 
invited to. Another fun thing they did was a bat rap. All the kids 
had a blast singing it.  The bat rap was written by Lindrey Cowgill.  
It went a little like this.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Store Day Brings Great fun to 4th Grade  
By Hannah Pieh 
                 

On October 29, 4th and 5th graders had a Store Day outside the library and outside their classrooms.  Store Day is an event 
where students buy and sell items. It was made to award children with no missing work.  If a child has 
not turned in an item, they cannot participate in Store Day.  The children were very excited to hear 
about Store Day.  Some sold cupcakes, baseball cards, or old books that they thought someone else 
might enjoy.  Even though items were 
described as “pricey” by Joaquin, a lot of 
shops sold out.  When asked what she liked the 
most about Store Day, Mason Jones’ mother, 
Amber, said “I like to see all of the different 
products and see the kids having fun.” Sam 
McMinimy said that his favorite store was the 
“store selling pop rocks.”  All of the students 
had great fun, and can’t wait for the next Store 
Day.  
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2010-2011 Forestville Education Foundation Members 
 

Every year the Forestville Education Foundation attempts to raise almost $10,000 in 
membership alone and our goal continues to be to have every family pledge whatever amount 
they can afford to keep our enrichment programs alive at Forestville School. 
 

A BIG thank you to the families and individuals listed below who have become 
supporters of the Forestville Education Foundation for 2010-11: 
 
Ginger and Ed Amormino 
Bob Borbe 
Max Broome and Eleanor Gorman 
Bill and Jean Bullard 
Rosa Castillo 
Debbie and Doug Eakins 
R. Mark Epstein 
Santiago and Martha Guerra      
Tamara Hinkley 
Mike Kamrath and Lynn Rogers 
Maria Guevara Lopez 
Bob Maddison and Barbara Farrell 
Joanna and Tom Mansell 
Mike McMinimy and Dana Gordon 
Amy and Brook Norris 
Erika O’Grady 
Marshall and Mary Ellen Palmer 
Sasha D. Palmquist and Erik C. Komendant 
Karl and Michelle Pfann 
Linda Strauss 
Jill Thompson 
Laurie and Chris Uebel 
 
 

If you haven’t already done so, please pledge your support today.  These are critical times for education 
and Forestville School is depending on each of us to help continue the quality educational experience that we 
have the privilege of offering our children.  Volunteers coordinate all of our fundraising efforts and all monies 
go directly to the school.  All of our fundraising efforts are far short of any previous year so far, and there may 
be noticeable decreases in what the Foundation can support in the future.   If every family could somehow 
pledge $5 or $10 per month, it would make a profound difference!  We are all in this together, and let’s make a 
difference for our children and their future! 

 
We raised almost $10,000 alone in membership last year, and our goal is to have every family pledge 
what ever they can afford to keep our enrichment programs alive at Forestville School and Academy.  

Thank you in advance for renewing your membership early for 2010-2011! 
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BEST Assembly: 
Be Kind, Safe, and Responsible 
By Kira Kamrath 
 
 On Friday, November 19, Forestville School had its BEST assembly! The assembly is about congratulating the students who 
have been kind, safe, and responsible. The way they reward these students is that they bring out a wheel, like in Wheel of Fortune, and 
the student spins it and receive whatever the wheel’s tab lands on. Some of these prizes were: Carr’s gift certificates, glow sticks, and 
funny glasses. Then, at the end, there was a race between several groups of students. Whoever finished first received something from a 
prize box. The school will be doing fun competitions such as these every other month or so. So lets all be Kind, Safe, and 
Responsible! 
 
 

Honored Scholars Party 
A Celebration for Hard Working Students 
By Grace Kan 
 

The Honored Scholars’ party is for those who worked very hard and 
earned 4.00 or higher as their G.P.A. The party is always held in Mrs. Nelson’s 
classroom the first week of each quarter.  There, people eat their lunch and chat 
with their friends. There are snacks such as; potato chips and yummy chocolates 
for the students. Sometimes our principal, Ms. Tamzarian, visits these students and 
congratulates them for getting these amazing grades. Later on, the students line up 
for a piece of delicious cake. A helpful parent brings the cakes and sometimes 
prizes to the parties. At the recent party, she had prepared two Halloween-themed 
prizes. Two students, Max Darling and the Student Council President, Sam Kan, 
won the raffle and proudly claimed these prizes. Everyone else was handed a 
goody bag filled with candies, fun bouncy balls, and somewhat creepy rubber toys 
such as bats, mice and scorpions. In the fourth quarter, everyone who manages to 
be an Honored Scholar has a chance of winning the raffle for the iPod Classic, 
engraved with their own name on the back of it.  
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Spirit Week   
The Week to Show Your School Spirit! 
By Kayla Holren and Grace Kan 
 
 Everyone loves this week. This week is where everyone is crazy, fun, and shows their school spirit. Monday was Crazy Day, 
where everyone dressed up crazily, like wearing mismatching shoes, socks, put their hair up weirdly, or just messed it up! Tuesday 
was Twin Day, where friends dressed up like each other, looking similarly like twins! Wednesday was Decade Day. It’s the day where 
people dressed up like they were from the past, whether it was 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, or 90’s. For this day, several of the teachers 
dressed up like the pink ladies from the 50’s. Thursday was Celebrity Day and everyone dressed up as their favorite celebrity.  Some 
of the kids even dressed up as Elvis Presley.  Even teachers dressed up, like Mrs.Bertero, for example, dressed up as Ellen Degeneres 
and Ms. Fran dressed up as the First Lady, Michelle Obama. Last but not least, FRIDAY!!!  On Friday, everyone dressed up in green 
and white, our school spirit colors.  Also on this day, the “Best” assembly was held causing the students to be more excited. Spirit 
Week is very fun and we think it should happen more often! 
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Katy Todd – Where is She Now? 
Well Loved Former Student Goes to Africa 
By Hannah Pieh  
 

“Katy was one of my best students. She was a good athlete and had a positive 
attitude,” said Carol Swanson, when asked about former student, Katy Todd. Katy has 
returned to Forestville School to volunteer in Leadership (an elective), Mrs. Porter’s 
class, and Linda Graves’ class.   Katy grew up in Forestville and attended Forestville 
School.  She then went to El Molino and later UCLA.  Her major in collage was 
Economics.  She returned to Forestville School to volunteer because, “She didn’t need a 
job at the time so she decided to come back.”  Katy Todd volunteered at our school for 1 
year. It seemed that everyone loved Katy Todd, but why?  We know what a great 
personality Katy has, what a great student she is, and what an overall a great person she is 
but, there is much more. Katy is going to spend 27 months in Africa, for she is in the 
Peace Corps. According to peacecorps.gov, “Peace Corps service is a life-defining 
leadership experience.” 
 Since 1961, the Peace Corps has shared with the world America's most precious 
resource – its people. Volunteers serve in 77 countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Central and South America, Europe, and the 
Middle East. Peace Corps volunteers live, learn, and work with a community overseas for 27 months, providing technical assistance in 
six program areas: education, youth and community development, health, business and information and communications technology, 
agriculture, and environment.”  
 Katy is very excited to go to a new place and experience life without all of the luxuries we Americans have like TV or 
electricity. To prepare for Africa, Katy has to do a few things.  Because she is going to a French-speaking country, she must learn 
French.  Katy is using Rosetta Stone, a language-learning program, to learn French.  Katy has done something this adventurous before, 
surprisingly.  According to Katy, she “…went to Panama with a group called Global Business Brigades. We spent a week with an 
indigenous group on an island off the coast of Panama. A group of people called Kuna. We helped them establish and expand a 
hammock school for the young girls on the island.  A hammock school is a school where girls go to learn the process of making a 
hammock traditional to the Kuna people, from making the yarn, spooling it and threading it into designs. These girls go there after 
they have finished 6th grade but cannot afford any more schooling.  The school gives them something to do and offers a way to earn 
respect within the community. The Kuna people use these hammocks in every part of their life, from giving birth to sleeping and using 
it as a coffin. The focus was more on cultural preservation than earning a profit. We taught them basic accounting skills, the roles 
leadership positions should have, and how to reinvest their profits in order to help the school expand to include girls from other 
islands. From them, I learned about their culture and really came to admire the strong sense of community on the island.”  Katy is 
already prepared for going to Africa, as you can see, so all she is doing now is packing and learning French.  Katy Todd was always 
destined to be a leader, and now, she is fulfilling her destiny. 

 
 

Students Win a Limo Ride  
By Celest Salgado 
 
 On October 27, 2010, five students, who sold the 
most magazines during the magazine fundraiser sale, won a 
limo ride to lunch .The students who accomplished this were 
Stephen and Jamie Bullard, Chris Pamatmat, Julian Piazzo, 
and Emma Elliott. Jean Bullard chaperoned. Out of all the kids 
who went to the limo lunch, Chris Pamatmat sold the most. 
They went to Round Table for lunch and took a small tour 
around Forestville. The students said that the limo driver was 
funny and that they loved the limo ride. 
 Altogether, the students at Forestville School raised 
about $5000 selling magazines! 
 

 

Fun with Forestville Elders  
By Kayla Holdren 

 
On November 18, Mrs. Umino and Mrs. Anderson 

took both of their second grade classes to the Forestville 
Methodist Church. Around twelve o’clock they walked to the 
church as a class for the Prime Timer Luncheon. The two 
things they did were sing songs and recite poems to the 
seniors. They had been learning songs and poems at music 
with Mrs. Humrich for about three weeks and did great! At the 
end, helpers from the Senior Center surprised the kids by 
giving them tasty cookies. Katie Holdren said, “It was lots of 
fun and the cookies were very yummy!” The seniors and the 
kids both enjoyed the singing and had a super time! 
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Students Love Gardening 
By Katrina Hampton 
 

Ms. Mork’s students each have their own garden. There are two people per 
one rectangle box. The kids get to pick what they want to plant in their box.  The 
kids are using organic soil. They want to be safe with the earth. Esmerelda shares a 
box with Lourdes. Esmerelda said, “I love to garden! I like planting plants. My 

favorite plant is the pink flower.” 
Lourdes said, “I like to water my 
garden. I love sharing my garden with 
Esmerelda. I carried most of the dirt 
from the big pile to all the boxes. I 
like to plant the pansy flower.” 
Maribel shares a box with Stephanie. 
Maribel said, “I love to have my own garden and I like planting broccoli.” Stephanie 
said, “My dad put wire on the bottom of the boxes so gophers won’t get to the plants. I 
also really like planting seeds.” Ms. Mork said, “They will hopefully learn where their 
food comes from and I want them to become life-long gardeners. They’ll know how 
much fun gardening can be!” The kids are really having a great time with their 
gardens!                                                              

 

 
4th – 8th Graders Try Out for Spring Musical  
Alice in Wonderland 
By Katrina Hampton  
 
 Noelle Huberty is once again directing a fabulous spring musical. This year’s spring 
musical will be Disney’s Alice in Wonderland Jr. The auditions for this wonderful musical 
were held in the Audi December 8th, 9th, &10th. Callbacks were held on December 13th by 
appointment only. People in 4th-8th grade were able to try out. I went to the auditions and they 
were so fun. When we were there we sang, performed little parts of scenes, and then we got to 
go up on stage and act out the parts of scenes with groups that we were put into. I really wanted 
to be the caterpillar, Tweeddle Dee, or the Cheshire Cat but I got Lily, who is a snobby flower 
and the Three of Diamonds. Rehearsals will be held mostly on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Almost all the kids that tried out loved it. I think this is going to be the best show ever. It was a 
really fun experience! Keep an eye out for the show dates on flyers around school.   

 

 
The Guinea Pig Surprise 
By Kayla Holdren  

 
On October 28th, two baby guinea pigs named Gloria and Gracie 

were born in Carol Mork’s 1st grade class.  While Carol Mork’s class was 
doing math centers one of the kids said, “Ms. Mork, I think Gertrude and Gary 
(the mom and dad) had two babies.” Carol Mork was so surprised.  It was so 
exciting to Carol Mork and the kids that she thought it would be a good idea 
to start learning about them.  Right now they are learning about what guinea 
pigs eat.  Gloria and Gracie’s favorites’ right now are apples and carrots.  The 
kids are so into them they are even bringing veggies in from home!  Carol 
Mork thinks this was a great experience and hopes the kids learned a lot!           
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3rd Graders Learn About Animals and Habitats at the 
Environmental Discovery Center����
	By Celest Salgado  
   	
 On November 18th, the third graders in Ms. Sunke and Ms. Matsomoto’s class went to the Environmental Discovery Center 
of Sonoma County to study animals and their habitats. The students rotated through four educational stations where they had fun and 
learned! The four stations where all different. At one station, they got to know each other and talk about their favorite animals. At 
another station, they were able to touch starfish and sea urchins. At a third station, students had to figure out what part of the forest 
certain animals belong to. The last station, students wrote in their journals. Third grader, Samantha Saltzer said, “I liked seeing the 
starfish the best because we were allowed to hold them!”  Natalie Alberigi said, “I’m pretty sure everyone would like going to the 
Environmental Discovery Center its super fun.” The majority all of the third graders loved their field trip to the Environmental 
Discovery Center.  

 
Plymouth Plantation 
A Model of the First Thanksgiving 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 In November, some of the kids at ASAP, the after school daycare here at 
Forestville, had the chance to make a model of the first Thanksgiving. The town is 
called Plymouth Plantation. They used sticks as logs for log cabins and they also used 
them to make trees. There are even farms on the plantation. They added a garden and a 
small river. Aside from the log cabins, there were also teepees. Mrs. Strauss taught the 
kids what they ate at that time. She also made some of the treats that they learned 
about. According to the kids who participated, the project took some time but it was 
fun to work on. “I really enjoyed working with the children on this project,” said Ms. 
McKee, a helper at ASAP. They hope to work on this project for the next few years to 
come. 
 

Songs at Preschool 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 Throughout the school year, the students at Preschool have been learning different songs. Ms. Sarah Gereghty taught the 
students songs like Take Me out to the Ball Game. The kids said that they loved learning all the different songs. Ms. Gereghty said, 
“The kids absolutely loved learning these songs.” Samantha Cherney said, “I really liked learning the Thanksgiving song too.” She 
taught certain songs pertaining to what was happening at that time. For instance, she taught Take Me out to the Ball Game for the 
World Series. Many of the kids are wondering when they will learn more of these wonderful songs. 
 

6th Grade Girls Volleyball 
By Emma Cilley 
 
             The girls on the white volleyball team had a great time and season. Amanda Petersen says, “My favorite 
parts of the season were getting to serve. If the other teams lost they would still shake my hand and say ‘good 
game’. I wanted to play volleyball because I wanted to learn how to play a different sport.” The team was 
coached by Christine Bertero and they won 6 games and lost 4. Shiane Wilson says, “One of my favorite parts 
of the season was Jiggolo, a game we play to get fired up. I started volleyball so I could play and so that I could 
have fun.” The players were awesome but sadly didn’t make it through the tournament. They lost the first game. 
             The girls on the green team, however, got 3rd place! Lily Epstein says, “I loved the team and how Ms. Beseda knew what she 
was doing. I like how competitive we were and I liked to win.” Ms. Beseda coached and they won 8 games and lost 2. This is the first 
trophy our school has gotten since 2005. So keep it up Vikings! 
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Grant Award from the California Arts Council  
The California Arts Council is pleased to 

announce a $3000 grant award to Forestville Education 
Foundation.  The "Artists in the Schools" grant program is 
designed to support non-profit foundations to bring artists-
in-residence education activities to the classroom.  This 
year’s grant award will support the K-3rd Art program with 
artist/teacher Deborah Padrick.  The K-3rd art students will 
accomplish art activities, processes and techniques that 
include the California State Standards for Visual Arts. Mrs. 
Padrick (aka Mrs. Paintbrush) emphasizes individuality and 
creative interpretations in each day’s art investigation.  Art 
history, art concepts, art vocabulary, and the use of varied art 
materials are introduced through hands-on art experiences. 

Exemplary art is produced at each art session.  Watch for exhibits of the students’ art in 
hallways at Forestville School and in businesses in our town.  

The "Artists in Schools" program helps bring professionals to the school setting.  The 
intent of the “Artists in Schools” program is to integrate community arts resources - artists and 
professional art organizations - into a comprehensive, standards-based approach that 
underscores the critical role that the arts play in shaping a student’s overall well being and 
academic achievement.   

Forestville Education Foundation’s strategic plan is committed to maintaining and 
increasing the visual and performing arts opportunities for all students at Forestville School. It 
takes an entire community to sustain creative arts as part of our childrens’ educational 
opportunities, so please donate time or financial support whenever possible.   Many businesses 
in the town of Forestville donate funds in conjunction with the winter window painting event.  
The California Arts Council, Artists in Schools, program is supported by the National 
Endowment for the Art, and proceeds from the sale of the Arts License Plate, a specialty plate 
designed by noted California artist, Wayne Thiebaud (for more information on the Arts License 
Plate, go to www.cac.ca.gov).  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

  

Honored Scholars 
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Student Wins Cake Design Contest 
By Nancy Rodriguez  
 
          6th grader, Mikenna Dehnart, won a cake design contest hosted by TLC. The object of the contest was to enter a design of a 
cake. Lucky for Mikenna she won. She didn’t only win she got two tickets to watch Buddy (the host of Cake Boss) make a cake live at 
Wells Fargo Center. She said, “I’m happy I won. I feel really excited.” She also tells us she designed her cake to look like King Tut. 
She got the idea because her 6th grade class was studying mummies. Mikenna was very content to go to the cake boss show. She got to 
meet Buddy and conversed with him. Buddy didn’t make Mikenna’s cake design, but she did not have a problem with that. She said, 
“I felt really excited to be there I didn’t really care that he didn’t make my cake design.” Mikenna also stated that Buddy made a 
wedding cake out of rice crispies treats and vanilla cake. 
 

Halloween Dance a Blast! 
By Emma Cilley 

  On October 30, the 7th and 8th graders had the Halloween dance at Forestville School. Maisie Keefhaver said, “It was really 
fun! I liked the music they were playing.” Snacks and drinks were all $1 so every one was VERY hyper. There was an inflatable castle 
walkway into the Auditorium. There were lots of people trying to get outside because they were all dancing so much and it got very 
hot. Almost everyone wore costumes and there were even prizes! The scariest was Molly Dungan as a dead girl, the funniest was 
Miette Kringen, the best group was Hollywood Undead (Brent Rivera, Remy Wilson, Christopher Pamatmat, and Connor Burrell) 
who dressed up as the band members with scary masks, and the best costume was Amanda Borges as a cat. It was $5 to get in or if you 
had a student body card you could get in for free.  

5th and 6th Grade Boys Play Basketball  
By Emma Cilley 

 
The boy’s basketball season has started for the 5th and 6th graders! The games started on 11/15 with Mr. 

Terrell as their coach. When asked, Mr. Terrell said, “I coach boy’s basketball because I love coaching and I love 
sports.” Everyone who signs up is automatically on the team. The practices are everyday from 3:00 to 4:30. The games 
started on 11/19 and they go through 1/14. There is a tournament at Guerneville on 1/18-21, 2011.The team consists of 
Klayton Kaasch, Wesley Hamner, Ben Zeigler, Deaven Brasher, Jeffery Pearson, Eric-Nils Carlson, Adler Hansen, Jo 
Bogdan, Tyzaun Gaines, and Jordan Kerkvliet. Mr. Terrell says he wants the team to learn basketball skills, 
sportsmanship, and teamwork. The players on the team have goals such as getting better at basketball and winning 
some games. So come to the games and cheer our Vikings on. 
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Licensed Child Care for 3 to 5 year olds    887-9081 
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Before and After School Care for grades Kinder to 3rd 887-8807 

�
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After School Activities and Homework Time for grades 4th – 8th 887-2870�
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The K-4th Winter 
Concert 
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Review Page 
Restaurant Review 
Syrah Bistro 
By Kira Kamrath 
 

Have you ever been to Syrah Bistro? If not, you 
should definitely go! Some of the things that Syrah’s chefs 
cook and serve are their famous crab cakes, their awesome, 
juicy duck, and their sweet triple-dark chocolate cake. The 
three main chefs at Syrah Bistro are Jemmile, Seth, and Clark. 
The restraunt’s two rooms are the most amazing in the way of 
architecture. The main inside room gives you a view of the 
kitchen and beautiful lights that seem similar to crystallized 
paper hanging from the ceiling. The walls are a cream color 
and the plates vary from blue bubbles floating from within to 
crème brulee-colored. Even though the restaurant is slightly 
pricey, you should still go if you can afford it. Since my mom 
has worked there ever since I was three months old, I 
practically grew up there with their food. Syrah is located in 
Railroad Square, Santa Rosa, near Jackson’s Bar and Oven. I 
hope you go!   
 

Movie Review 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 1 
By Grace Kan 
 
 The wonderful series of Harry Potter is back! The 
movie, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 1, came 
out on November 19, 2010. This movie has been the BEST 
movie I have seen in 2010. As all other movies in the series, it 
was mind blowing. People who love the Harry Potter series 
will definitely like the movie. Like all other movies I’ve 
enjoyed, I couldn’t wait for it to come out. I have enjoyed 
reading the book and so I had an idea on how it was going to 
be. However, even though the movie didn’t have the exact 
storyline as the original book, it still was very thrilling and 
exciting to watch. Voldemort now has control of the Ministry 
of Magic and Hogwarts. Harry, Ron, and Hermione decide to 
finish Dumbledore's work to defeat the Dark Lord. You will 
be seeing many other characters back from other Harry Potter 
movies as well as the new ones. I warn you, if you have a faint 
heart, be prepared when watching this movie. When the movie 
finished, I couldn’t believe that it has ended, and it left me 
wanting to see the next movie, Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 2 very badly.  

Book Review  
The Lost Hero 
By Kira Kamrath 
 
 The author Rick Riordan has just recently come out 
with an exciting follow-up to the Percy Jackson series. The 
Lost Hero! The Lost Hero picks up from the end of the old 
series, this time with several new heroes: Piper, Leo, and 
Jason. The plotline of the story mainly goes like this: In the 
beginning of the story, Jason wakes up in a school bus, with 
no recollection of who he is, where he is, and how he got 
there. As the story progresses, the trio figures out a famed 
camper is missing, a new prophecy is revealed, and they 
encounter more and more terrifying monsters, each more 
hideous than the next. This book thrills you, constantly 
keeping you on the edge of you’re seat in anticipation. I highly 
recommend this book for all who love adventure, action, and a 
slight bit of mystery. Enjoy!     
 

Play Review 
Chateau la Roach 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 As many of you know, the fall play was a success.  
Chateau la Roach was the funniest play that I have ever seen. 
It was a mystery mixed with comedy. As the guests and staff 
of a little hotel, Chateau la Roach, try to get rid of the 
cockroaches there are betrayals, scams, and many of the 
characters had different accents like Italian, English, and 
French. Characters like Enira de Can and Madame Zillinda 
were sneaky, while others like Francois la Roache and Happy 
Lamperson were crazy. If you got the chance to see this play 
you were very lucky to see such a funny and original play. I 
praise Mrs. Huberty for yet another wonderful play  
 

Play Review 
Wicked 
By Jacinda Padilla 
 
 For those who don’t know, Wicked, it is the untold 
story of the two witches of Oz. As I watched the play, I 
thought of the popular movie The Wizard of Oz. Surprisingly, 
the Wicked Witch of the West and Glinda were great friends 
before Dorothy had dropped in. On Broadway, Idina Menzel 
and Kristen Chenoweth had the opportunity to play these 
lovely witches. In my opinion Wicked is a brilliant play. This 
is a must-see for lovers of romantic comedies and musicals. 
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Fun Photos We Just Had to Include
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Dates to Remember 
 
1/7   End of 2nd Quarter (6th – 8th) & Winter Dance  
1/17                 Martin Luther King Day – No School 
1/21                 Foundation Family Movie Night 
1/21   6th – 8th Progress Reports Sent Home 
1/25                 6-8th Student-led Parent Conferences 
1/31                 Parents’ Information Night 
2/18   Lincoln’s Birthday Observed – No School 
2/21   President’s Day Observed – No School 
2/25   End of 2nd Trimester (4th & 5th) 
3/18   End of 3rd Quarter (6th – 8th) 
3/21-3/25  Spring Break /Washington D.C. Trip – No School 
 
 
 
 

Education Foundation News 
 

Phone-a-thon – The phone-a-thon group will be making calls in the near future.  Please think about 
becoming a member of the Foundation.  Check out our website for information about the organization.  Thanks! 
 

Box Tops/ Soup Labels:  The buckets are in the classrooms – please bring in your box tops and 
soup labels for this year’s collection.  The top classrooms (PreK-3 and 4-8) win pizza parties!!  Thank you!! 
 

eScrip:  How to sign up:  Click on www.escrip.com, and enroll online, 
1    or mail in a completed enrollment form directly to eScrip, 
2    or sign in on the ‘Please contact me” list, and the Foundation will be in touch, 
3    or contact Jean Bullard, eScrip parent at email:  jeanrachel@sbcglobal.net 
4    check out this link for more info - http://groups.escrip.com/promo/media/index.jsp 
 

Community Smart Card – Sign up and help our school NOW!!  Go to:  
www.communitysmart.com for more information. 
 
 


