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Our Amazing Library Is Going To Be Fine!  
By Craig Fernandez 
 
 Our wonderful library was on the brink of closing. Why out of all things the library? Mr. Borbe said that the State 
has cut our budget so much that we just didn’t have the funds to keep it open. The new library opened in 2006. Before 
that, the library was where Fran’s office and the Junior High Staff Room are now. Before that it was in the place it is in 
now, but was half the size. (The new library even won the 2008 Architectural Design Award). The library is loved by 
students K through 8th.  It would have been such a shame to see those kids disappointed. However, we were able to keep 
those little kids hopes alive. This is because we had some fundraisers that have already taken place to keep the library 
open. Elizabeth Koebsell, our Librarian, said, “The Library Committee has written letters to alumni and local companies 
to ask for donations.” She also said, “We placed donation jars in nearby business’s and Ty Olesky, owner of Mosaic 
Restaurant, put together a fundraising dinner for the library. (Thanks Ty! The library made close to $5000!)” The library 
is so loved by the students and parents that a lot of money was made for the library. Luckily, the library will remain open 
for the remainder of the year, with kids still going in and out.  Hopefully, fundraising will continue and the donations 
will keep coming so that the library will stay open in future years too. 
 

Book Fair Moving  
to Barnes and Noble 
By Ashley Walters 
 
     This year’s Book Fair will be a little different. 
Instead of the Scholastic-brand Book Fair in our 
library, the school will be trying something fresh 
and new. This year’s fundraiser will be at the 
Santa Rosa Barnes and Noble bookstore on 
Fourth Street. It will be held on December 3rd – 
December 8th.     The fair will have a better 
selection of books. When you buy a book from 
the Book Fair, a portion of the money goes 
straight to the school. The school hopes to make 
$3,000 this year instead of the regular $1,500. 
The money will go to books, videos and other 
things for the library. Barnes and Noble is very 
efficient with setting up these kinds of things 
because of the shelves and loads of books.  It’s a 
great place for Christmas shopping! 

USED Book Sale to Benefit Library 
By Loni Gaffney 
 
       Forestville School is having it’s very first used book sale, 
to help the library, on Monday, November 16th, Tuesday, 
November 17th and Wednesday, November 18th before and 
after school at the Forestville School Library. Any kind of 
books, for all ages, are appreciated, as long as they are 
appropriate. To donate books for the sale, you can bring your 
books to the library at Forestville School where there is a 
donation box outside the library door for books that will go to 
the sale. Or, you can give the books to our Librarian, Mrs. 
Koebsell. You can also bring the books to the office.  
      This can also help children and parents that want some 
new books but don’t want to spend so much money. It is also a 
way to help parents get rid of old books that are just sitting on 
their shelves. If you don’t have any books that can be donated, 
regular donations are still very much appreciated. All the 
profits that will come from the sale will go to the library to 
help keep it staffed and running. 

 

Thank You for Your Efforts to Keep Our Library Open 
 

Elizabeth Koebsell 
Serena Holdren 
Jeannine & Guy Eck 
Sherry Rupp 
Kristin Fish 

Kim Kaido-Alvarez 
Leslie Fontanilla 
Ty Olesky 
All who donated time or money 
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is published by the students of the  
Forestville Union School District 

 
Please turn in submittals at school office or e-mail 

them to jbertero@forestvilleusd.org  
            
 

Advertising: 
 Requested donation  

(Business card size 2” x 3.5”) 
$30 per issue or $100 per year  
Thank you for your donations. 

For information contact  
jbertero@forestvilleusd.org 

 

Each of the following students was 
responsible for the reporting, writing, 

photography, editing, and formatting of 
this publication. 

 

 
Ethan Auch, Ethan Colburn, 

Savannah Harrison,  
Miette Kringen, Briallyn Mansell, 
Jessica Ramalia, Ashley Walters, 
Alicia Deering, Jessica Elwood, 

Craig Fernandez,  
Keoua Gasper-Thompson,  

& Loni Gaffney 
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Online Textbooks 
By Ethan Auch 
 

An online textbook is a copy of a school textbook that students can use online. There are many 
different websites for online textbooks that teachers use so please, if you are in 7th or 8th grade, ask your 
teacher for a handout for the online textbooks. Mrs. Nelson, the 7th grade Science teacher, said, “The 
online textbook is really good so, if some students forget their books at school, they have another source 
to read or do their homework.” If you do not have internet access or a computer, the teachers will give 
you another book to keep at home. The website for the 7th grade Science online textbook is: 
www.pearsonsuccessnet.com. Mrs. Swanson, the 7th grade History teacher, said, “I picked the online textbook because it saves money 
and time.” The website for the 7th grade History textbook is www.my.hrw.com. The 7th and 8th grade Math textbook website is 
www.classzone.com. The online textbooks require an activation code that you can get from your teacher. So, use your online 
textbooks today to save your spine. 
 

Curriculum Night 
By Loni Gaffney 
 

Curriculum Night is a night for parents/guardians of students and teachers/staff members of the school to learn and talk about 
what the children do at school. They discuss other important things such as; the library, fundraisers, the before and after school 
daycare, the Forestville Education Foundation, and extra curriculum activities (e.g., after school sports teams for the school, tutoring, 
volunteering, etc.). “It’s like being in school with a regular bell schedule,” said one of the 6-8th grade teachers, Mr. Hayden, “but 
instead of students, I have the student’s parents.” When the parents come to the school, the staff posts a list of the student’s schedules, 
listed by last name. The parents then follow the schedule, going from class to class, and meeting the teachers. The bell rings and they 
go to the next class on the children’s schedule. 

It happens one night a year for each grade (K-5 and 6-8). Parents should go to Curriculum Nights every year because it is a 
good chance for them to meet the teachers and learn what the students are learning in class so it’s easier to help at home with 
homework and/or class work. 
 

The Landing 
New After School Program 
By Jessica Ramalia 
 
 The Landing is an after school program located in Forestville behind the Methodist Church.  It is NOT a part of Forestville 
Academy. It is for 6th – 8th grade students. The Landing is open on Tuesdays after school until five. On Thursdays, after school, The 
Landing is open for high school students. It’s free and a lot of fun. Cody Gardner says, “It’s a great after school program!”  The 
Landing has a Wii, homework help and last, but definitely not least, free food!!! The coordinator of The Landing is Natalie Ramalia. 
Alexander says, “Natalie is nice and very awesome.” The Landing is also open for donations and help is needed. You have to be 18 
years or older to help. For more info you can call 887-2157. Come participate! 

 
Christine & Cori’s Dad  

 
          James B. Bertero, Jr. 
          Vice President – Investments 
           Portfolio Manager 
 

          UBS Financial Services Inc. 
          100 B. Street, Suite 300 
          Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
          Tel. 707-537-3501, Fax 707-576-9795 
          800-533-8345 
 
          james.bertero@ubs.com                          www.ubs.com 
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Hard Times for Our School 
Little Ways That You Can Help  
By Miette Kringen 

 
As you may have heard, our school is in a bit of a financial crisis.  Here are some 

ways you can help out. eScrip is a website where you can register all or any one of your 
existing debit or credit cards for use in the program. According to www.escrip.com , 
participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, based on purchases 
made by you, just by using the cards you have registered. Your purchases are tracked and 
available to you online, allowing you to see just how much you are earning on your child's 
behalf!  The Safeway Club card is a great source of revenue for our school.  Register your 
card on-line and the Forestville Education Foundation gets 2% of everything you regularly  
buy at Safeway. 

 
 
Another program is the Community Smart Card where you pay a small fee for 

shipping and receive a free card.  According to www.communitysmart.com, you can “choose a 
school or charity in your community that you would like to support and make a difference 
with your everyday shopping at participating merchants.”   

 
 
 
 

Students can also participate in helping our school by 
searching for box tops on your everyday items like cereal boxes and 
brands such as Ziploc, Kleenex, Huggies, Hefty, and many Betty 
Crocker foods. Soup labels (UPC codes from products) are also still 
accepted and should be taken to the classrooms along with the box tops, 
and put it the classroom “box top” bucket. We appreciate any efforts 
and donations for our school and hope parents will have fun getting 
involved!  
  

 
______________________________________________________ 
ASAP Moves to the Junior High 
By Ashley Walters 

 
      The ASAP is the 4-8th grade “after school activities program,” run by Mrs. Linda 
Strauss, has recently moved this year. Mrs. Strauss said, “We moved so we could be 
closer to the older kids so they don’t have to walk as long.” Linda’s opinion was that it’s 
better because it’s bigger and has more natural light.  She loves it.  ASAP has about 38 
students. Those 38 students are also taken care of by volunteers like Richard and students 
from El Molino High School.  ASAP has new games and activities too. Some of those 
games/activities are new pool tables, Xbox games and Rubik’s Cubes. They also have 
some new pets: a frog, tropical fish and Linda’s 1 year old dog Josie. Josie is a 
Chihuahua, mini pinscher and Jack Russell terrier mix. ASAP is also having some 
fundraisers like; Parents Night Out, a bake sale and Movie Nights.  

Linda Strauss and her dog Josie 
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1st Annual Harvest Moon Gala 
Celebration 
By Loni Gaffney 
 
 The Harvest Moon Gala is a big fundraiser for the Forestville 
Education Foundation. Even though it says “110th” it’s only the first 
fundraiser. It’s called the “110th Celebration” because this year is the 110th 
anniversary of Forestville School. It takes place on Saturday, November 7th, 
2009 from 5:30pm – 10pm at Shone Farm, 7450 Steve Olsen Lane, in 
Forestville. All the profits will go to the Foundation. Unfortunately, the 
celebration is for adults only, but there is child care available during the 
gala if you contact Gillian Hayes at (707) 508-5877. The tickets are $40 per 
person – please call Forestville School at (707) 887-2279 for ticket info. 
 One reason why they are having this fundraiser is to keep the 
enrichment programs at our school. Another reason is because it would be 
good to have one big fundraiser once a year instead of a lot of smaller 
fundraisers throughout the year. 
 This wonderfully set up Gala will have delicious tapas (finger 
foods), and other dishes from local merchants. There will also be a silent 
auction, live auction, live music, and a wine bar. It’ll be a great experience 
to attend and will be lots of fun too. If you can’t go, but still would like to 
make a donation, you can send a check to the “Forestville Education 
Foundation” at P.O. Box 1283, Forestville, CA 95436 

 
 

 
Donation to Ms. Mork’s Classroom 
By Ethan Auch 
 
 Did you hear about the recent donation to Ms. Mork’s class? Well, 
Canyon Rock donated cement, rock, and labor. Jeff Roades who works for 
Canyon Rock and some ASAP kids spent some time working around Ms. 
Mork’s room. Jeff first brought a cement truck and poured concrete around the 
drainage area by her room so that when it rains hard a big puddle of rain does 
not build up around her room. Second, he smoothed the cement with the help of 
the ASAP kids and then he let it dry. Soon, Jeff will bring a load of rock and lay 
it around Ms. Mork’s room so the weeds will not come up when her students 
plant their gardens. Ms. Mork and her students really appreciate Jeff’s time and 
Canyon Rock’s donation. Thanks Jeff! 
 

Thank You 
      Canyon RockJeff Roades of Canyon Rock works with students 

and other volunteers. 
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Reviews 
 

Abundance of Katherines  
 A Tribute to Nerds Everywhere 
By Briallyn Mansell 

 
A new teen fiction author, by the name of John Green, arrived on the literature scene in 2005 with 

his first book, Looking for Alaska. However, the book I’m reviewing is his second novel, An Abundance 
of Katherines. It was a 2007 Michael L. Printz Award Honor Book, a finalist for the Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize, and it may be made into a movie in the future. John Green’s books are for 7th and 8th graders 
only. You should ask your parents before you read them.  

An Abundance of Katherines is about a washed-up child genius who recently graduated. His 
name is Colin, and his girlfriend Katherine just dumped him. Colin has dated 19 girls named Katherine- 
never Kathy, never Catherine, always K-a-t-h-e-r-i-n-e. His best (and only) friend Hassan invites him on a 

road trip to get his mind off his recent breakup. Colin and Hassan end up in Tennessee, in a tiny town called Gutshot. The pair meets a 
girl named Lyndsey, whose kind mother takes the boys into her home. Lyndsey continuously defies all of Colin’s beliefs about 
women, people who read Celebrity Living Magazine, and relationships. This book unfolds in interesting and unexpected ways, always 
for the better. I hope you enjoy it! 
 

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 
A Great Family Movie 
By Jessica Ramalia 
 
 
 Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs is a great family movie for all ages. It’s funny, sad and 
romantic, sort of. It is about a guy named Flint Lockwood who invents a machine that accidentally shoots 
up into outer space. This invention is supposed to make food out of water. When it shoots up, Flint realizes that the water from the 
clouds can make food. Then he connects a satellite to the machine so he can order from it. After he orders many things, disaster 
strikes! Will Flint’s town make it? See it and find out!   
 

World of Warcraft, Cataclysm 
By Ethan Colburn 
 

 World of Warcraft is a fun online game made by Blizzard Entertainment. Because it’s online you can 
play with other people. This is called an MMO. There are basically two factions, the Horde and the Alliance. 
The Alliance are the good guys. They have Humans, Dwarves, Night Elves, Gnomes, Dreanei, and now, with 
the new game coming out, they have Worgen. Worgen are like werewolves. The Horde are the bad guys. They 
consist of Orcs, Trolls, Tauren, Undead, Blood Elves, and once again, with the new game coming out, they 
now have Goblins. Have you ever read the story, Thesies and the Minotaur? Well Tauren are basically like the 
Minotaur, EXEPT THEY DON’T EAT HUMANS! Undead are like walking zombies. 7th grader, Remy 
Wilson said, “I think it’s going to be a big new and cool experience for Wow.” [World of Warcraft]. When 
asked if he would switch to Horde, since they now have Goblins, or stay with the Alliance, now that they have 
Worgen, Remy answered, “Well, I can’t really say that I’m going to stay with Alliance because I would like to 

try both the Goblin and the Worgen.” Another student, Connor Burrell, was also asked if he was exited about the new level cap of 85. 
He responded with, “I’m not really excited because its just 5 measly levels you know, it doesn’t really matter to me.” I personally 
recommend this game for people that are tired of playing old, boring, Runescape. World Warcraft is rated T for Teen. This game 
contains over 100,000 people and contains animated blood, suggestive themes, use of alcohol and violence. I would recommend this 
game for kids ages 12 and up. Go to WorldofWarcraft.com to get your free ten day trial. 
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The Back to School Dance 
We Had a Great Time! 
By Savannah Harrison 
 
 The Back to School dance was really fun. It seemed 
like everyone had a great time! Most everyone was dancing 
and singing along to the songs. It was on Friday, September 
18th and it was for the 7th and 8th grades. Everyone was really 
energetic and having an awesome time. The music was 
amazing!  The DJ played a lot of great songs. The only thing I 
didn’t like was that the air conditioning broke but, that didn’t 
stop us from dancing. I can’t wait for the next dance. It was a 
great way to start off the year.  

 

 All Junior High Dances 
Might Be Cancelled 
Please Help Us!  
By Savannah Harrison  
 

We need parents to take over the 7th and 8th grade 
dances! Diane Hughes has been doing the dances for the past 7 
years and no longer has children here. If no parents takes over 
the dances then they will have to cancel them. Diane needs 4-6 
parents to take over. There will need to be a chaperone 
coordinator, a decorator, someone to set up food, and someone 
to decorate and take down. If you want to help with the 
dances, please talk to Diane or email her at 
dhugues@forestvilleusd.org . Please help. Kids like dances 
and if no one helps, we won’t be able to have them. �        

Thank You  
Diane Hughes 

for organizing all the 
Dances and Teen Fun 

Nights for the last  
7 years! 

 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Students Give up Lunch Break for New Club 
Ms. Nelson Starts Drama and Literature Club 
By Alicia Deering 
 
         Ms. Nelson started a Drama and Literature Club and it meets every Wednesday at lunch. Just recently they elected people for 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The person who was elected for President was Amanda Olmsted, the Vice 
President is Craig Fernandez, the Secretary is Lexi Palm, and the Treasurer is Kate Kitchens. They nominated different novels to read 
and some of them were; Hoot by Carl Hiaasen, Hamlet by Shakespeare and many others. On September 30, they voted on what book 
they were going to read and the books that won were Hoot and Abundance of Catherine’s. To be able to read the books, some of the 
students have to buy the books because the school doesn’t have enough funding to buy books for the club. Loni Gaffney said, “The 
club is fun and I don’t mind giving up my lunch because it’s a good club for people who love to read.” She would like the club to have 
more field trips. She likes the club because she knows a lot of people and you can have a lot of fun there. Lexi Palm said, “I think that 
the club is a kind gesture that Ms. Nelson is doing for the students.”  She also doesn’t mind giving up her lunch to go. If anyone wants 
to donate some money to the Drama and Literature Club to buy some of the books, that would be great. All in all it seems like the 
students like the Drama and Literature Club. 

Can you pick Diane Hughes out of this picture? I’ll bet you 
didn’t know that she was a student here too! 
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Classroom Contest 
Mrs. Anderson’s and Ms. Hegenbart’s classes in the lead 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Beseda 
Our New P.E. Teacher  
By Savannah Harrison  

 
Ms. Beseda is the newest teacher at our school and 

Lauren Conway says, “She is the best P.E. teacher we have ever 
had.” She teaches grades 3-7. Many kids have been wondering 
about Ms. Beseda. She worked at Mitchell Middle School in 
Rancho Credo. She has only been a P.E. teacher for 2 years and 
she says she enjoys being outside and getting kids to be active. 
Hope Hansen said, “I really like volleyball and exercises like 
Viking Jacks.” Lauren Conway said, “Ms. Beseda does fun stuff in 
her class like Capture the Flag and pacers.” Ms. Beseda said, “The 
kids in this school are very down to earth, country kids.”  
 

Teacher  
Box 
Tops  

Soup 
Labels  Total  

(pre-3rd)    
Anderson 53 509 562 
Matsumoto 140 258 398 
Humrich 92 36 128 
Huberty 87 0 87 
Umino 71 14 85 
Mork 36 22 58 
Preschool 1 0 1 
Porter 0 0 0 
    
(4th-8th)    
Hegenbart 389 39 428 
Aldridge 238 7 245 
Graves 204 1 205 
Pola-
Hoard 123 65 188 
Nelson MJ 90 21 111 
Huberty 26 0 26 
Nelson D 21 1 22 
Swanson 8 0 8 
Hayden 1 0 1 

Box Tops 
&  

Soup Labels 
 

Classrooms 
Compete 

For Pizza Party 
     

 These are the new official 
standings for the race for the 

pizza party. If you want to help 
your class, bring your box tops 
and soup labels from home and 
put them in the “Box Tops and 
Soup Labels Bucket” in your 

classroom. 
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Nightingale Breads 
By Miette Kringen 
 
  About 9 months ago a bakery opened right here in 
Forestville. Nightingale Breads, located on Hwy 116, makes 
various types of breads. Some of them are the French 
baguette, seeded multigrain, rosemary, sandwich breads and 
the owner, Beth Thorp’s personal favorite, the sourdough 
batard. They also sell other foods like local jams, cheeses and 
olive oil. I have been to Nightingale Breads a couple times and 
so far my experience has been amazing. The bread is fantastic 
and tastes best when it’s warm and fresh out of the oven. 
Other students here at Forestville School agreed; “It’s the best 
bread I’ve had in a long time!” said 7th grader, Erin Eck. Uma 
Crouch said, “The Forestville French bread is the best!” “I 
can’t wait to go there again!” 
 The history of Nightingale Breads is an interesting 
story I’d be happy to tell. Beth Thorp’s first career was as a 
nurse but, after awhile, she wanted to do something new. Her 
heart has always been in bread so she decided to open a 
bakery. She was looking for a small town without a bakery 
and Forestville just worked out. The name was inspired by a 
nurse in the 1800’s, Florence Nightingale, and Beth wanted to 
honor her first career. All of Forestville is ecstatic to have a 
new bakery in our town. Especially with such wonderful 
bread! So head on over there and experience it yourself!!!     

Vegetarian Potluck  
By Briallyn Mansell 
 

Most of you know Ms. Aldridge, our wonderful Math 
teacher. She has been working here for two years. You 
probably have heard her stories about her thrilling Grand 
Canyon kayaking adventures but you might not know that she 
is also a vegetarian. Ms. Aldridge has started a new monthly 
“Veggie Pot Luck” to be held the first Wednesday of every 
month. It takes place in her classroom during lunch. There are 
only two requirements: In order to attend the potluck, you 
must bring a dish and the dish cannot contain any meat or 
gelatin. Some of the dishes brought in the past include; 
spaghetti squash, sixteen-bean soup and carrot cupcakes. But 
the lack of meat does not put a damper on the fun of the 
potluck. “I liked it a lot because the food was really good and 
the people are nice,” said Devan DeLeon. Emily Eakins 
recalled, “It was so delicious I could eat it all myself!” The 
participants loved the experience so much that they asked Ms. 
Aldridge to hold it every other week. But she is a busy woman 
so, for now, it is on the first Wednesday of every month. There 
will be some great vegetarian food and some great times 
waiting for you! Just bring a dish (no meat!) and go to her 
classroom during the lunch hour. Hope to see you there! 

 
6th Graders Make Coloring Books  
Teach 2nd Graders about Saving Energy 
 By Ashley Walters 
 
 A few weeks ago, Ms. Aldridge’s 6th grade class showed they care for others and 
our environment by making coloring books for Mrs. Umino’s 2nd grade class. The coloring 
books were made out of recycled materials like cardboard and ribbon. The books were 
super-heroes-saving-energy themed. They gave the coloring books to the 2 graders and 
talked about ways to save energy such as; turning off a light and switching to incandescent 
light bulbs. Ms. Aldridge enjoyed seeing how the 6th graders gave tips on saving electricity 
and water and also seeing the kids interacting. “It was really fun and I enjoyed coloring in it 
and we liked talking about how to save energy on the earth.” said one 2nd grader.  
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Entry forms are available at either office! 
 

Dates to Remember: 
·  Day of Talent Show……….…………November 14th 
·  Forms need to be turned in….………….October 26th 
·  Auditions………………November 4th, November 9th 
·  Rehearsal……………….…………….November 12th 

 
For questions, contact Peggy Pamatmat at 887-7414 or e-mail timnpeg@comcast.net 

 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mr. A’s Students Strike Again!                
By Miette Kringen 

 
 On September 24, 2009, Mr. Anderson’s third period 
History class went to “decorate” a classroom for their free-day. 
Mrs. Swanson was the victim of this wreckage which included 
many practical jokes. A portion of Mr. A’s 7th grade students threw 
toilet paper on the desks and rafters, while others hid notes in 
books and underneath desks. Another group of students drew 
funny pictures and wrote silly messages on the whiteboard. A 
couple students added the finishing touches by hiding her pens and 
pencils in other places in her room and replacing them with 
crayons. These crimes may sound harsh but it was all for fun. “I 
was shocked to know that there were so many traitors!” Mrs. 
Swanson said laughing. She’s gotten used to being pranked 
because Mrs. T, Mr. A and an older group of 8th graders, now 
graduating high school, all targeted Mrs. Swanson at one point or 
another. Mrs. Swanson and her students can’t wait to get revenge. 
So, Mr. A, watch out!    
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8th Grade Girls Basketball Cancelled 
While 7th Grade Team Flourishes  
By Craig Fernandez 
 
 Unfortunately the girl’s basketball for 8th graders has been cancelled because there were 
not enough players. The only people who signed up were Amanda Olmsted, Livia Charles, Alicia 
Deering, Lexi Palm, Kelsey Sword, and Nora Jorgenson. There first game would have been on 
September 17th and there would have been ten games. (There would have been practices on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays until the season was over.) It’s horrible for the few players who signed 
up to not be able to fulfill there goals such as having fun and beating team rivals such as Twin 
Hills and Guerneville. Maybe Coach Rob Olmsted will have better luck next year, like the 7th 
graders.   

The 7th graders, on the other hand, are having a great time! There coach, Mr. Terrell, is 
having a fun time coaching 
the 7th graders! They have a 
great team including 
Amanda Borges, Tonia 
Lopez, Stefani Lopez, 
Jessica Ramalia, Diana 
Downey, Maddison Ming, 
Hayley Millerick, and 
Rachael Spain, but they 
haven’t won a game yet. 
Hopefully, they’ll win one 
soon, so try to catch them 
playing. Hopefully, Mr. 
Olmsted and Mr. Terrell can 
both manage teams next 
year. 
       
 

No Flag Football for  
8th Graders 
By Keoua Gaspar-Thompson 
  
  Is there going to be a Flag Football team this year? 
Diane Hughes said there will only be a Flag Football team for 
the 7th grade. She said that she was disappointed that no one 
stepped up to coach the kids.   Craig said “it’s a shame that no 
one stepped up to coach. Looks like all of us except the 7th 
grade have to wait for the next sport.” Diane said that there 
will be no activity to replace Flag Football. Colton Raffety 
said, “I couldn’t believe how no one wanted to coach the kids. 
I’m very upset.” The 7th graders are excited that they have a 
coach. The coach, Tony Franceschi, said, “I’m excited to be 
coaching because I like the kids and I also coach a baseball 
team.” At the time this article was written, the team was 0-2-1. 
Hopefully, all grades will have it next year. 

Sports Volunteers Needed! 
 

We need volunteers for the 7th grade girls 
Basketball Tournament the week of October 

26th thru October 29th. 
 

This will be the only tournament we host 
this year and the proceeds will help the 

entire sports program, including 
scholarships, referees, etc. We really need 

the help to keep the sports program running! 
 

Please contact Diane Hughes ASAP at 
887-2279 

or at dhughes@forestvilleusd.org.
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Forestville  Education Foundation Holds a Phone-A-Thon 
By Ashley Walters 

 
The phone-a-thon is an effort made by the Forestville Education Foundation to 

encourage families to become more involved in the school. Families contribute money and 
volunteer to help out in the school. The money goes towards music, sports, art, drama and 
technology programs. It also helps out with field trips and assemblies. If you want to donate or 
volunteer and nobody has called you yet, you can go to the office and pick up a form. This is a 
very important thing to do in order to help your child’s education. Please donate or volunteer. 
By making a donation of at least $10, parents and community members can become members of 
the Forestville Education Foundation. Nothing is expected of members other than their small 
donation. Members can attend monthly meetings and volunteer to help with fundraising efforts if 
they’d like. Last year the phone-a-thon made over $11,000 in donations. The Forestville 
Education Foundation membership count has doubled from the previous year. The Forestville 
Education Foundation has previously been known as the Friends of Forestville School (FOFS) or 
the Friends of Forestville School Education Foundation (FOFSEF). The name was recently 

shortened to make things easier.  
          

Teachers Applying for Rotary Grants  
By Jessica Ramalia  

The Rotary Club is a service organization that raises money to help our community. They do that by organizing fundraisers 
and getting donations. The Rotary Club offers grants to teachers and schools. Forestville Academy teachers are sending mini teacher 
grant requests. Many requests have been granted in the past and the school has been able to get many things from the money donated. 
Some of the things bought in the past with the Rotary Grants were; scholastic books, a volleyball ref stand, math materials, 
microscopes, VCRs, DVD’s, TV’s, and a rug for Ms. Mork's class. Recently Diane Hughes requested the money for two new 
projectors because the new books have transparencies that help teach the stuff in the book and the Kindergarten teachers want to use 
the transparencies. The Rotary Club has been helping our school for many years. A lot of teachers, students and parents are very 
thankful for the donations given to our school. Thank you to the Sebastopol Rotary Club. 

 Fun Field Trip 
Second Graders and Preschoolers Go to Apple Farm 
By Alicia Deering  
              
               Mrs. Umino’s second grade class and Carol Sisomphou‘s Preschool class went to 
Twin Hill’s Apple Farm. Colman Hayes said, “My favorite part of the trip was picking the 
apples and that it was fun.” Preschooler Jada said.  “I liked to pick the apples and to have 
the apple juice and the snack. I watched the machine wash the apples.” Grace Lynn said “I 
liked picking apples.” Trey said, “I went to the apple farm and picked apples. Then the 
apples went into a bag.” Skyler said “I 
liked picking apples off the trees. I liked 
eating the apple bread and the juice. I 
watched the apples in the machine that 
cleaned them off.” Bryce said “I liked 
looking at the apples when they were 
taking a bath. I liked picking apples 
with Grace Lynn.” While they were 
there, they learned about all the 
different apple types and when they are 
in season. Overall, they liked the trip. 
They learned a lot about when apples 
are in season and where to find them. 
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An Insider’s look at the Fall Play 
By Briallyn Mansell 

 
In September, Mrs. Huberty held auditions for the fall play. The play is the comedy/spoof The Werewolf’s Curse or Hair 

Today, Gone Tomorrow by Billy St. John. As usual, the talented Mrs. Huberty is directing and the characters will be portrayed by the 
7th and 8th graders. Tickets will become available near the end of November and it will start showing during the first two weekends of 
December. The story is a play off of the old-fashioned monster/horror movies such as; Frankenstein and Dracula. Forestville School is 
known for putting on plays of amazing caliber. In 2006, the Forestville School Drama won the Jack London Award for Educational 
Innovation.  An award with the goal of “…recognizing and publicizing outstanding innovative programs.” Lucky for us, we have a 
wonderful director, Mrs. Huberty, who ensures our play’s success, as well as many dedicated and generous parents, alumni and 
community volunteers. The fall play is smaller than the spring play, but is always a hilarious comedy. Anyone who went to last year’s 
play Fruitcakes knows that this year’s production will make you laugh out loud! 
 When asked about the process she uses for her work, Mrs. Huberty said, “During the summer I do some research and contact 
publishing houses to see [what scripts are] available. Then I order scripts based on my interests or what I think will be best for the 
group.” She says that she also has a certain method that she uses for putting people in the right roles. “I test them to see how flexible 
they are and how well they take direction. I give them lines to see if they make good choices for the character and study how kids 
relate; whether they have chemistry.” About 25 people auditioned and all of them got parts, whether working with sound, helping 
backstage, or sharing a role with another actor.  
 Harry and Etta, two main characters in the play, are being portrayed by Amanda Olmstead and Livia Charles. The part of 
another main character, Dr. Einstein, is being shared by Dakota Blackstone and Bri Mansell.  Jaime Beach, Sofie Johnstone, 
Christopher Pamatmat, Clara Maddison, Uma Crouch, Loni Gaffney, Devan DeLeon, Molly Duncan, Savannah Harrison, Ben 
Ubenstein, Kelsey Sword and Lexi Palmer are going to be gracing the stage as well! This is going to be a great production! See you 
there! 
 

The School’s Yard Sale 
By Craig Fernandez 
 
 The school had its annual yard sale to raise funds for Forestville School! There were many, many things sold. John Kuntz, the 
President of the Forestville Education Foundation, said that all sorts of things were sold from clothes to books to even a TV. It was put 
on this year, and the last two years, by the Foundation. However, the idea was brought up by two parents. These parents’ names are 
Dana Gordon and Mike McMinnimy. They have been working with the Foundation for a couple of years on the school yard sale. It 
was held on Saturday, October 3rd from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. It was held in the Audi and in front of it. They were hoping to make 
about $1300 this year, like last year and the one before that.  
 Luckily, the yard sale was a hit! About 25 to 30 people donated goods. However, only one person showed up to volunteer to 
help. The yard sale was small, but they still made $822. The money will be used for enrichment programs, such as band. The stuff that 
did not get sold went to the Goodwill. Hopefully, you will be there next year.  It’s sure to be another hit!   
 

Thank You Dana Gordon & Mike McMinimy 

(Kate, Sarah, & Ryan’s mom) 
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Net Forces 
By Loni Gaffney 
 
 On Wednesday, September 23rd,   Mr. Hayden’s 8th grade class started their new chapter in Science class on Forces. Their first 
experiment for forces was to play a small game of tug-of-war that showed balanced and unbalanced forces. Casey Bauer, an 8th grader 
said, “It was fun and tough at the same time. The most surprising part of this activity was when we had girls against the guys and the 
girls actually won!” Once the class finished the game/experiment, they went back to class and talked more about the balanced and 
unbalanced forces from that experiment. One part of their new chapter included studying “Newton’s Laws.”  The next experiment was 
a measuring experiment. Testing/measuring the mass and gravity of 5 objects and then graphing them. This was a great example of 
learning by doing. 
 

 
 
 
 

Kayaking 
By Cody Garner 
 
 Would you like to try a new sport 
or hobby? Well, here in the Russian River 
area, I have found a great new hobby. It is 
called kayaking. A kayak is like a canoe 
with the middle for a person to sit in. Some 
kayaks are make for 2 people, but most are 
for one person. It may not come easy to you 
the first time, but with practice and 
determination, anyone can have fun 
kayaking in the Russian River area. 

Cody Garner and Jacque Hinds enjoy a day on the water. 
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Walk-a-Thon Donations Slim 
Teachers Hopeful 
By Ethan Auch 
 
 On October 9th the Kindergarten classes had a walk-a-thon to raise money for items in their classroom. Ms. Mork said that 
only four people in her class donated money. Ms. Mork said, “There will be another walk-a-thon later in the year.” Ms. Mork and Mrs. 
Porter are both accepting donations toward their classes for items and fun activities for the kids. 
 
 

Muslim Activities and the Study of Islam 
By Ethan Colburn 
 

For those of you who didn’t know, many people in the WORLD are Muslim. In fact, 1/5 of the world’s population is Muslim.  
Our own Eric Dick is Muslim!! (For those of you who don’t know him, he is our school psychiatrist). Right now, the 7th graders are 
studying Islam. Therefore, Mrs. Swanson decided to invite Eric to talk to the class. I thought it was very cool. He brought in a prayer 
rug. I can’t exactly remember what it looked like but I can tell you that most of the Islamic prayer rugs have pictures of mosques on 
them and never show any pictures of animals. He also brought in a hijab, (an Islamic headscarf worn by Muslim women) and many 
more cool objects that are associated with the Muslim faith. Along with that, he spoke some Arabic for us. It was very cool but at the 
same time, kind of hard to follow. Like “assalei aleikoom” means “may peace be with you” and “Shookran” means “thank you.” To 
find out more about Islam, Google it or look it up in the dictionary. Mrs. Swanson also had her students make an Islamic game board. 
“It was very fun. It took about two weeks, but it was still REALLY fun” said 7th grader, Ethan Auch.  
 
 

Ms. Aldridge and Her Students Making T-shirts 
Raising Funds for Their Classroom 
By Craig Fernandez 
 
 Ms. Aldridge might have just had one of her most creative ideas yet. She is making T-shirts, along with the help of her 
students, for any ne who wants them! Who would have guessed that Ms. Aldridge would have come up with the idea of T-shirts. Well, 
it’s actually a clever idea to get money. This money isn’t just going to anything. This money is going towards new calculators! The 
math class for 6th-8th is in need for new calculators and Ms. Aldridge came up with the idea to sell T-shirts. She is having the 6th-8th 
graders make the T-shirt designs and she is still deciding on which student’s design she’s going with. She is planning to sell the T-
shirts for $5 and get a total profit of $100. Thanks Ms. Aldridge for coming up with this idea and thank you students for making the T-
shirt designs.   Ms. Aldridge is amazing for coming up with this great idea and hopefully others can come up with ideas to help us 
raise funds and keep our classrooms up-to-date. (It is still not known when these T-shirts will come out.)  
 
 

The Egg Experiment  
By Ethan Auch 
 
 In Mrs. Nelsons 7th grade Science class, there was a really fun experiment called the Egg Experiment. The first step with the 
Egg Experiment was to put the egg in vinegar. After a few days, you take the egg out and then measure the egg. Ethan Colburn said, 
“When I smelled the egg it made me a little bit dizzy.” Then, after measuring, the vinegar was poured out and water added. A few 
days later the egg was measured again, the water was poured out and then water was added plus food coloring. Then, the egg was left  
for a few more days.  Measurements were taken and the water poured out then a liquid was added that the group wanted. “They left it 
for a few more days until it was like a water balloon,” said Savannah Harrison. After the egg experiment was done the class had a fun 
chance to pop the egg. When the egg was popped by a needle it sprayed everywhere.  Luckily, Mrs. Nelson had them do it over the 
trash.  
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Important Dates to Remember 
 

Fri 10/23  Lost & Found Parade 
 

  Harvest Fair for Primary grades 12:00 - 2:30 pm 
 

  Halloween Dance for Junior High Students in the Audi 6:45 pm 
 

Mon 10/26   7th Grade Basketball Tournament in the Multi 3:00 pm 
 

Tue 10/27 Mary’s Pizza Dine/Donate Fundraiser - pick up flyer at either office  
 

Sat 11/7 Harvest Moon Gala at Shone Farm 5:30 -10:00 pm 
 

Wed 11/11 Veterans Day - No School 
 

Thur 11/12 School Board Meeting in the Staff Room at 6:00 pm 
 

Sat 11/14 Talent Show in Multi at 6:30 pm 
 

Tue 11/17 Foundation Meeting in Staff Room at 6:30 pm 
 
Wed 11/18 Picture Make-up Day 
 

  Minimum Day - 12:30 Dismissal 
 

Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday – No School 
 

Dec 4-6 Fall Play The Werewolf’s Curse or Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow in Audi 7pm 
 

Thur 12/10 School Board Meeting in Staff Room at 6:00 pm 
 

Dec 11-13 Fall Play The Werewolf’s Curse or Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow  in Audi  7pm 
 

Wed 12/16 Winter Band Concerts TBA 
 

Thur 12/17 Foundation Meeting in Staff Room 6:00 pm 
 

Fri 12/18 Minimum Day - 12:30 dismissal 
 

12/21-1/1 Winter Break – No School 
 

Fri 1/8 End of 2nd Quarter 
 

  Winter Dance for Junior High in the Audi at 6:45 pm 
 

 
 

 


