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Student Led Conferences a Big Success 
By Sam Kang 
 

On Wednesday January 20, 2010, students from grades 6-8 had student-led Conferences. Student- led 
Conferences are when the students talk to their parents about their grades, show some assignments, defend why 
they got their grade, and talk about any improvements they should make. The students do all the talking and 
occasionally the parents will ask some questions. The teachers checked up on everyone to make sure that the 
students did most of the talking. After the conferences, the parents are supposed to write a letter to the student 
about how they did. This was the first time Forestville Academy has had these conferences. 7th grade student 
Madison Ming said, “I thought the conferences would be really hard but I figured out that they were quite easy. 
My advice is to not be afraid, to tell your parents about your academics because it will turn out good in the long 
run. Yes, I had fun because I got to tell my mom how I was doing in school and that made me feel proud of 
myself.” 

Ms. Tamzarian said, “The teachers came up with the idea. They wanted to have students think about their 
own learning and why they were getting the grades they were getting. The benefits would be that the parents and 
students would get a better understanding about what was going on at school. I think that because we were 
successful, we will try it again next year. I think the conferences were great, wonderful, and spectacular. The 
school board loves them. The parents loved them. The teachers loved them and I hope the students loved them.” 
Ms. Nelson said, “I think the conferences were fantastic. I really liked it because it was under the students’ 
direction.” 

 
Mulan Jr. 
Don’t Miss it! 
By Sam Kang 

 
 The spring musical is playing now! Forestville Academy’s brave actors have been rehearsing for the play. 
Everyday the students rehearsed for about 4 hours, and in those 4 hours the students ran over the whole play. The 
director, Noelle Huberty, has been directing Forestville School plays for about 14 years. This year there are over 
55 students participating in Mulan Jr., all ranging from 4th grade to 8th grade. The major characters, or leads, are 
Mulan, Mushu, Shang, Fa Zhou (Mulan’s father), Fa Li (Mulan’s mother), the Emperor, the Matchmaker, Shan-
Yu (Hun leader) Magyar and Sabur-Tu  (Shan-Yu’s dedicated minions), Yao, Ling, Quien-Po (the 3 major 
soldiers) and the 5 Fa family Ancestors. The set of Mulan Jr. was designed by David Wright, who has in the past 
designed the sets! Judy Bellows is the Costume Director and organizes all the costume pieces needed. Judy has 
been the Costume Director for about 8 years at this school now! Natalie Ramalia is this year’s Volunteer 
Coordinator. Natalie organizes all the permission slips, keeps track of all the students in the play, orders the t-
shirts, and she organizes all the volunteers, making sure that everything runs smoothly. The actors have also been 
learning Southern Wushu, a type of martial arts. Shi Fu Justin Eggert is a Wushu expert and has taught the actors 
some beginner Wushu moves. The costumes and set are all made from the time and effort the parent volunteers 
put forward to make the play great! This year’s play has some great scenes and awesome costumes. Don’t miss 
this year’s play; it is going to be a blast!! Show dates are March 19th, 20th, 26th, and 27th at 7:00 p.m. And 
March 21st and 28th at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $7 each. 
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is published by the students of the  
Forestville Union School District 

 
Please turn in submittals at school office or e-mail 

them to jbertero@forestvilleusd.org  
            
 

Advertising: 
 Requested donation  

(Business card size 2” x 3.5”) 
$30 per issue or $100 per year  
Thank you for your donations. 

For information contact  
jbertero@forestvilleusd.org 

 
 
 

Each of the following students was 
responsible for the reporting, writing, 

photography, editing, and formatting of 
this publication. 

 
 
 
 

Sam Kang, Madison Ming,  
Sarah Kirsten, Rachel Spain,  
Ben Hernandez Elvis Lopez 

Deanna Downey, Amanda Raffety, 
and Madison Terry.  
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Hard Times for Our School 
Little Ways That You Can Help  
By Miette Kringen 
 

As you may have heard, our school is in a bit of a financial crisis.  Here are some 
ways you can help out. eScrip is a website where you can register all or any one of your 
existing debit or credit cards for use in the program. According to www.escrip.com , 
participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, based on purchases 
made by you, just by using the cards you have registered. Your purchases are tracked and 
available to you online, allowing you to see just how much you are earning on your child's 
behalf!  The Safeway Club card is a great source of revenue for our school.  Register your 
card on-line and the Forestville Education Foundation gets 2% of everything you regularly  
buy at Safeway. 

 
 
Another program is the Community Smart Card where you pay a small fee for 

shipping and receive a free card.  According to www.communitysmart.com, you can “choose a 
school or charity in your community that you would like to support and make a difference 
with your everyday shopping at participating merchants.”   

 
 
 
 

Students can also participate in helping our school by 
searching for box tops on your everyday items like cereal boxes and 
brands such as Ziploc, Kleenex, Huggies, Hefty, and many Betty 
Crocker foods. Soup labels (UPC codes from products) are also still 
accepted and should be taken to the classrooms along with the box tops, 
and put it the classroom “box top” bucket. We appreciate any efforts 
and donations for our school and hope parents will have fun getting 
involved! 
  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Free and Affordable Medical Services for Children 
 

Occidental Area Health Center 
3802 Main St. 
874-2444 
Russian River Health Center 
16319 3rd St. Guerneville 
869-2849 

Russian River Dental and Mental Health Services 
16312 3rd St. Guerneville 
869-2933 
Sebastopol Community Health Center (New!) 
6800 Palm Ave., Suite C2 
824-9999 

 
All centers accept Medi-Cal, Medicare, Healthy Families and most private insurances.  

 Sliding scale also available. 
Immunization clinics for all childhood immunizations ($5 donation requested, $10 per family) 

 
For information and application assistance on Healthy Families Program, which provides full medical, dental and vision insurance for 
$4 to $17 a month, please call Holly at 874-2273 ext 249 or Christina at 874-2273 ext 126 (Se habla español).  A family of 4 can earn 

up to $4,600 per month. 
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Classroom Contest 
 

Teacher  Box Tops  Soup Labels  Total  
(pre-3rd)    
Matsumoto 663 612 1275 
Anderson 248 649 897 
Huberty 441 295 736 
Humrich 547 92 639 
Umino 186 45 231 
Mork 67 69 136 
Porter 78 22 100 
Preschool 61 15 76 

    
    
    
    
    

(4th-8th)    
Hegenbart 1039 376 1415 
Pola-Hoard 462 277 739 
Graves 509 156 665 
Swanson 283 210 493 
Mrs. Nelson 301 88 389 
Aldridge 248 13 261 
Huberty 132 27 159 
Nelson, D 78 7 85 
Hayden 19 6 25 
                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    

Box Tops 
&  

Soup Labels 
 

Classrooms 
Compete 

For Pizza Party 
     

 These are the new official 
standings for the race for the 

pizza party. If you want to help 
your class, bring your box tops 
and soup labels from home and 
put them in the “Box Tops and 
Soup Labels Bucket” in your 

classroom. 

(Kate, Sarah, & Ryan’s mom) 
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Review Page 
The Jungle 
A Book Review 
By Sam Kang 
 

The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair, is a book about a family of Lithuanians who come from 
Lithuania to Chicago. The book is historical fiction, which means it has some true parts in history but 
there is also fiction. The book helped raise awareness about the meat-making industry and how meat was 
prepared before the FDA, the Federal Department of Agriculture was established. Jurgis Rudkis, the 
main character, faces many problems from family, work and just life in general. This book is also known 
to praise the Socialist Party. President Theodore Roosevelt himself read the book and, though not excited 
about the praise to Socialism, he did check out the meat-factories in Chicago. This book really helped us 
from having meat made from gruesome materials as well as starting many government support programs 
to ensure the meat we eat is healthy. All in al, I highly recommend this book to students in the 6th grade 
and above. Though watch out for some gruesome details about what meat was made out of, but to 
remember it was true in the 1900’s. 

 
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 
A Great book! 
By Madison Terry 

 
 In the 7th grade English class, we were assigned to read a book, The True Confessions of Charlotte 
Doyle, by Avi. This book is about a young girl, around the age of 13. She boards a ship called the Seahawk, 
which has a very mad, mean captain, Captain Jaggery. This book is about her adventure going across the ocean, 
from Liverpool, England to Providence, Rhode Island. Since this captain, was very mad, Charlotte was the only 
passenger! The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle has suspense, excitement and anything can happen! There 
are some parts where people get killed and other parts where everyone is happy and having a great time.  I 
would definitely recommend this book to anyone age 10 and higher. 
 

 
Attention Parents and Students 
Missing DSi 

 
 On Friday, January 15th, one of the 2nd graders accidentally left their DSi in her 
backpack. When the student went to their backpack to get their sweater, the student’s DSi 
was missing. It is a hot pink DSi. If you don’t know what a DSi is, it is a little handheld 
game the size of a butter box with a camera on the front and when you open it there is a 
camera on the inside. When you open the DSi it says the person’s name. If you find this 
please return it to the office or Mrs. Huberty’s room, thank you. 
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7th Grade Sushi Party 
By Sam Kang 
 

On Friday, January 29, 2010, some 7th graders got together with Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Swanson and had a vegetarian sushi 
party after school. The party was celebrating the Asia Unit the 7th graders just finished. The Asia Unit covered Ancient China and 
Ancient Japan. They also watched the movie, The Story of the Weeping Camel, which is a movie about a Mongolian family saving a 
white camel. All participating students brought $2 and a vegetarian sushi ingredient. The sushi was prepared right there and then by 
everyone who came. Mr. Anderson said, “Mrs. Swanson and I wanted to give the students an opportunity to experience how Asian 
culture can migrate into Sonoma County life. I really enjoyed the party. I chose a film that I thought the students would enjoy.” Sofie 
Johnstone said, “I thought the sushi party was really fun. I liked having traditional sushi with the rice on the inside; it was neat.” The 
party was a fun thing to do on Friday. 
 
 

Preschool Celebrates the Chinese New Year  
By Sarah Kirsten 
 
 Our very own Preschool celebrated the Chinese New Year. On February 12, 2010, the preschool had a Chinese New Year 
party. The kids got to make paper dragons and masks, and read stories about the Chinese New Year. They got to have a Chinese feast 
and after they got fortune cookies. “All the kids got to hear their fortunes and to tell their other friends their fortunes, they just had so 
much fun,” said Mrs. Zeigler.  According to About.com, “The Chinese New Year is one of the most important traditional Chinese 
Holidays. �The Chinese New Year falls on a different date each year because it is based on a combination of lunar and solar 
movements.” Gung Hay Fat Choy everyone!! 

 
Thank you Saltzer Family for Your Donation! 
By Sam Kang 
 
 The Viking Voice 
received a very generous 
donation from the Saltzer family. 
The kind donation was a camera 
that the newspaper staff could 
use. The extra camera allows the 
newspaper staff to take pictures 
faster since there are 2 cameras 
to use. Thank you Saltzer 
Family, you’re very kind! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(This picture was taken by the 
donated camera) 
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Asia Project 
By Sam Kang 
 
 Mr. A.’s 7th grade class recently did a project about different Asian cultures, 
religions, achievements and many other topics. Some students made posters, while others 
made dioramas showing what ancient Chinese and Japanese gardens look like. Students 
chose various topics about Asia, ranging from the ancient samurai, ancients weapons of 
China, gunpowder, clothing styles, the religion of Buddhism, ancient gardens, language, 
Kobe beef, and even the history of sushi! Emma Zeigler said, “I liked them because they 
were fun and interesting and we got to pick our own subject which we thought was the best. 
I learned a lot about Zen Buddhism and who Buddha was.”  The projects were really 
awesome and everyone learned a lot and had fun. 
 

 
 

French Food  
A Hit in French Class 
By Ben Hernandez  
 

In Mr. Terrell’s French class, the students are learning about French food and the French language. Some of the things the 
students are learning about are how to count to twenty in French. Another thing that was fun in French class was the food party. The 
food party was the best because there was lots of food at the party.  Some of the food at the party was: crumpets, different types of tea, 
crepes, and lots of smaller pastries. The reason why Mr. Terrell is teaching French is so students will be able to speak French if they 
ever go to France. Also, if someone said something to the students in French, the students would know what they said. Elvis Lopez 
said, “The thing that I liked about French class was the party because there was lots of food”.  
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Artists in Schools  
2009-2010 Grant Award from California Arts Council  
 

The California Arts Council is pleased to announce a matching grant award to 
Forestville Education Foundation.  The "Artists in the Schools" grant program is 
designed to support non-profit foundations to bring artists-in-residence education 
activities to the classroom.  This year’s grant award will support the K-3rd art program 
with artist/teacher Deborah Padrick.  The K-3rd art students will accomplish art 
activities that include the California State Standards for Visual Arts. Mrs. Padrick (aka 

Mrs. Paintbrush) emphasizes individuality and creative interpretations in each day’s art 
investigation.  Art history, art concepts, art vocabulary, and the use of varied art materials 
are introduced through hands-on art experiences.  Watch for exhibits of the students’ art 
in hallways at Forestville School and in businesses in our town.  

The "Artists in Schools" program helps bring professionals to the school setting.  
The intent of the “Artists in Schools” program is to integrate community arts resources - 
artists and professional art organizations - into a comprehensive, standards-based 
approach that underscores the critical role that the arts play in shaping a student’s overall 
well being and academic achievement.   
            Forestville Education Foundation’s strategic plan is committed to maintaining and 
increasing the visual and performing arts opportunities to all students at Forestville 
School. It takes an entire community to sustain creative arts as part of our children’s’ 

educational opportunities, so please donate time or financial support whenever possible.   
The California Arts Council, Artists in Schools, program is supported by the 

National Endowment for the Art, and proceeds from the sale of the Arts License Plate, 
a specialty plate designed by noted California artist, Wayne Thiebaud (for more 
information on the Arts License Plate, go to www.cac.ca.gov).   
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Three Cheers for the Rotary Club!!! 
By Sarah Kirsten  
 
  Have you heard the big news??? The rotary club has 
given Forestville School some really cool donations. The 
Sebastopol Rotary Club was established in 1925.  The 
program has given out grants to schools all over the county. 
Several teachers and staff members from different schools 
submit requests for items they need for their classrooms. 
Recently, the rotary club gave Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Porter, and 
Mrs. Hughes grants for thing they have requested. In Mrs. 
Nelson 7th grade Science class, the rotary club has given the 
class a life-like torso. Mrs. Nelson says, “I love it; its amazing 
how it’s beautifully built and sturdy.” They have also given 
Mrs. Hughes basketballs and volleyballs for the sports 
programs. Mrs. Porter’s class got a rug for their classroom.  
 

Thank You  
 Sebastopol  
  Rotary Club!
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6th Graders Perform Spectacular Plays   
Learn About Mummification   
By Amanda Raffety 
 

Mr. Huberty’s 6th grade classes performed two spectacular plays about a myth that teaches how to 
perform mummification. Jessica Tut, an Egyptian queen passed and they showed where to cut her to get her 
important organs. For example, the heart, the lungs, and the liver, were taken out and put into a canopic jar. 
The heart was actually placed back inside the mummy. For the play, they actually used real organs. Don’t 
worry; they were not real human organs. They were sheep and cow organs. The grossest part was when they 
mashed up the “BRAIN,” a.k.a. mud concoction thing, and poured it out. Mr. Huberty has done the plays in 
Performance Arts for about three years. There was also an amazing picture as one of the props that Mr. H. 
said a professional artist helped paint years ago. When I asked him how he came up with the play idea he 
said, “I came up with the idea by reading a mummification myth.  Also, one year I did a play similar to this 
play and we also used real animal organs.”   
 

 
 
2nd Grade Resolutions for the New Year 
By Deanna Downey 
 

                The second graders worked on their resolutions for the New Year 2010. They wrote 
what they wanted to change and what they wanted to improve on.  For example, some 
students wanted to improve on there writing and there math skills. The whole class read their 
resolutions out loud to the whole class  and discussed about how they would try to work on 
making there resolutions happen. Some students wanted to try to finish their homework more 
often so they had their parents help them with this goal or they tried to do it on their own. 
Some kids had more than one goal.  Some students had resolutions that didn’t involve school 
at all. For example, one student had written that he wanted to try his best on improving his 
skating skills and also to try to save money to get a new skateboard.  Resolutions are a good 
way to set goals for yourself  for the new year.  

 

 
 
Students Celebrate 100th Day of School 
By Deanna Downey and Rachel Spain 
  

The students and teachers have been working hard and trying their best in school – for more than 100 days! Each classroom 
celebrated the hundredth day differently. Mrs. Umino’s second grade celebrated the hundredth day of school by counting one hundred 
beans and reading books having to do with one hundred. The class read a story called, “One Hundred Hungry Ants!” They counted 
one hundred pennies and had a wonderful celebration. Each student made several ants and put numbers on them. The class put the ants 
together and made one hundred altogether. They hung all the ants up in a row, following each other, in the hallway. “We learned a 
lot,” Mrs. Anderson said. They did many interesting and fun activities. They celebrated their 100th day by making fruit loop necklaces. 
They also made a really cool graph with 100 squares. In each square was 1 ingredient which was placed onto the graph and then made 
into trail mix. Another thing they did was talk about how the blue whale is 100 feet long. The hundredth day is a way the students can 
hang out and have fun and celebrate that they have been in school for one hundred days already!  
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7th Graders Use their Imaginations 
By Elvis Lopez 
 

Mrs. Nelson’s 7th grade students started a project and it was to make any animal. It can even be an imaginary animal. The 
thing is they had to be able to explain how the animal can move, how it can get its food, how it can keep away from its predators, and 
how it can blend into its environment.  In her classroom, the students presented their handmade projects in front of their classmates. 
Each student was graded on how well they presented their project and how well they explained it. Ben Hernandez said, “I wanted to 
make my animal look really cool. I wanted to make an animal that can easily blend into its environment so it won’t get attacked by its 
predators.  Mrs. Nelson showed us some examples of how to make the projects. She told us it would be better if we don’t buy anything 
at the store so it can save our parents money and so we can be more creative with our projects.”  Bryan Guerra said, “I used clay and 
rose bush thorns to make my project.” He also said, “I didn’t even know what to do so I just went with my imaginary animal that I 
thought of.” Mrs. Nelson was really amused with our projects because we were so creative with them.                            

 
Valentines Dance                                                                                  
Lots of Love  
By Rachel Spain 
 

On February 12th there was the Valentines Dance at Forestville School. There were 
five different schools present. The schools were; Guerneville School, Fort Ross, Salmon 
Creek, Monte Rio School and Montgomery School. Dakota Blackstone said, “It was fun. 
We got to meet different people.” “I thought it was kind of awkward,” Amoura Deering 
told me. The auditorium was decorated with lots of hearts. The auditorium was really 
crowded. The music was loud and the auditorium was dark. There was a lot of dancing. The 
music that played were songs like; Low, Replay and all those songs kids in Middle School 
would like. The school provided snacks and drinks for the kids.   

 
Newspaper Staff Takes Field Trip to S.C.O.E. 
By Sam Kang 
 
 On January 4, 2010, the first day of school after Winter Break, the students who put together the previous issue (Issue #2) of 
the Viking Voice went on a field trip to Sonoma County Office of Education, or S.C.O.E., in Santa Rosa. They went by car, though 
the Newspaper staff was a bit worried because the whole staff could not fit in Jackie Bertero’s car, Mr. Borbe gladly volunteered to 
drive students too! The main goal of the trip was for the newspaper staff to observe how the Viking Voice was made. It all starts when 
the Chief Editor of the Viking Voice, Jackie Bertero, sends the issue to the Print Shop at S.C.O.E. Then the printers take the issue and, 
using a machine with a really bright light, make negatives of the pages. Then, using another machine, the printers take the negative, 
and using water and ink, make the final copies which will be stapled together using yet another machine. It’s really fun to watch the 
whole process and know where our newspapers come from. 

Two of the people that help make our newspaper are Scott Straub and Paul Kaplan from the S.C.O.E. print shop. When the 
newspaper staff first arrived, Scott greeted us and showed us the steps of how the newspaper is made. Paul has run the whole print 
shop for 25 years! Strangely enough, the day the staff arrived was two days before Paul was going to retire from the Print Shop. 

That wasn’t the only thing the newspaper staff did. They also met Dr. Carl Wong, the Superintendent of Schools. He is a very 
nice person. When the newspaper staff asked him interesting questions he replied with full-length answers. One such question was 
how many days of school had he missed. He replied that he never missed a day of school for 14 years! Superintendent Wong, also 
known as Dr. Wong throughout S.C.O.E., will be retiring toward the end of this year. He has served as Superintendent for some time 
and we’ll all miss him. The staff also met Jennifer Duckhorn, who used to be the librarian at Forestville School. She is now working 
as the Assistant Librarian for the S.C.O.E. Library which lends out books to schools here in Sonoma County. All in all, the staff had a 
fun time. Thank you everyone at S.C.O.E for helping our schools! 
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Sonoma County Water Conservation  
Visits Mrs. Humrich 3rd Grade Class  
By Amanda Raffety 
 
 Mrs. Humrich’s 3rd grade class was visited by two Sonoma County Water 
Conservation agents named, Brian and Ryan. They came in January to teach students 
how to save water. Third graders, Shirley Sunke and Gracie Vasieno said, “They taught 
us how to conserve water.” Jacob Adams, also a third grader, told me that they moved 
water with the medicine droppers on wax paper. Shirley Sunke informed me that she 
learned that 70%of earth is water and only 30% is land. Gracie Vasieno told me that 
there’s only 3% of fresh water that we drink. 95% of water is salt water the other 2% is 
water that is fresh river water. Please help conserve water. Every little drop counts.           
 

Girls Volleyball Teams Working Hard  
By Deanna Downey 
 

The 7/8 Girls Volleyball season has started! The 7th graders aren’t on the same 
team as the 8th graders, but they do practice together. The girls practice schedule is 
usually Tuesday and Thursdays.  This year the girls are learning new techniques 
and new formations of volleyball plays to play on the court in a game. Both teams 
are practicing really hard to win a game. The girls are trying hard to nail that over-
hand serve! On February 9th, the girls had their first game against POCS Middle 
School. The team lost the first match, but won the second! It ended up being a tie 
breaker! So both teams had to play an extra match! Vikings were ahead the whole 
third match until the end. The POCS have defeated them with their mad over-hand 
serves. Jessica Ramalia, one of the 7th grade players said that she felt that she and 
her team did a great job for their first game ever played this year. Courtney 
Callimer, a player on the 8th grade team, feels that they are really good at serving, 
over-hand or not. She feels that they are trying their best and will win a few games 
soon.  Hopefully, both teams will win a game and have their over -hand serves 
come easily to them 

 
7th Grade Boys’ Basketball Team 
By Deanna Downey 
 
 The Boys’ Basketball season has already started! The team which includes a mix of 6th and 7th 
graders has been practicing hard and has been trying their best to win a game. The games the team 
played were very close! They usually have practices on Thursdays and Fridays and they wish they 
could have won a game before the tournament.  All the players tried their best and had fun this season. 
Mr. Terrell is working hard making up plays and coaching the boys. The team’s last game was on 
February 25th, sadly they lost that game but they played really hard and have improved so much since 
last year. The boys work very well together and work as a team passing the ball to everyone on the 
court and always trying their best to make a basket. The players on the team are: Steven Mori, River 
Reimann, Jamal Halvorson, Garrett Anderson, Brett Franceschi, Lani Gaspar, Jeremy Pearson, Nick 
Pearson, Robert Hampton, Andes Toruno, Julian Cuerda, Nolan Alvarez, Jonas Lane, and Kyron Lane! 
All these players try their best learning and remembering all the plays Mr. Terrell teaches them. The 
boys were really good and had a lot of fun on the court and at practices.   
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Second Graders Honor Martin Luther King Jr. 
By Deanna Downey 
 

 Monday, the 18th of January, was the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.  Mrs. 
Umino’s class worked on a Martin Luther King banner and put it up in the hallway. 
The students wrote what they thought of what he did and how important it was to have 
everyone be equal and have freedom. They 
wrote 2 pages about his life and watched 
videos of Martin Luther King Jr. They spoke 
about what they thought about his, “I Have A 
Dream” speech and what it meant. The class 
read stories stating facts that made him so 
important. Martin Luther King Jr. was a very 
important person and everybody still 
remembers him and all the changes he made to 

allow everyone equal rights. He had made a famous speech on why it was very important to 
have every single person get freedom whether they are a boy or girl or what color their skin is. 
He wanted to have everyone be able to live their life with freedom and have their children live 
easily too.  
 
 

5th Graders Learn About Family Heritage  
Share Old Family Recipes 
By Madison Ming 
 
 
     Our very own 5th grade students are going back in time in their families to experience the fun times and thrills! On February 
5th, these students brought in foods and stories that represented some of the people in their family. Ms. Hegenbart and Mrs. Pola-
Hoard were very pleased with the fun things the kids brought in. Ms. Hegenbart’s class brought in tons of delicious food made from 
old family recipes. Amber McLarty says, “I brought in puke! But don’t worry; it is really just lime Jell-O with pecans, cream cheese, 
and pineapple!! This recipe has been in my family for 45 years.” Ms. Hegenbart had every student who brought in a family dish stand 
up in front of the class and tell a little bit about it. The hilarious Alex Cruz said, “I brought in a dish called Chinese broccoli beef. It 
has been in our family for six years and I think it was the best!! It was funny, but also embarrassing how I accidentally tripped over a 
chair when I went up to present.” The kids loved it and the food was delicious!! 

 
Carnation Sale 
By Madison Ming 
 
          We had our annual carnation sale on February 12th. It’s where students 
send flowers to family and friends in our school district. You can also buy a 
carnation to give to someone out of this school but you must give it to them 
manually because Forestville does not send them. Every student and/or 
teacher is given a sheet to fill out and give the information to the people in 
charge of getting them ready to handout.  Mrs. Kennedy, Room 8, is in 
charge.  It’s very exciting when your teacher calls out your name and you get 
to see which person sent it to you. The person in charge, Sharon Kennedy, 
says, “The carnation sale started out as a fundraiser for junior high as bud day. 
I normally get the carnations from a place called Sequoia Wholesale. I have 
been getting the flowers there for quite awhile and have been doing this for about eleven years. Every year we raise about $600.” We 
raise the money for our school district to spend on materials needed for the students. This carnation sale is held once a year around 
Valentines Day. It is very fun and the students love it! 
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  g.sword@infantswim.com         

           www.sonomamarinisr.com   

                        Contact: Gaylynne Sword, Certified Instructor  
 707-332-0335 

 

Our School Spelling Bees 
By Madison Ming 
 
                 In February, we had our annual school spelling bees. Our winners for the 
7th and 8th grade classes were Bri Mansell and Madison Ming. They are both very 
excited for the regionals! The word speaker for 7th and 8th graders was Mrs. Nelson. 
She says, “I am very proud of our students at this school and how smart they are. 

They also did  very well! I think the hardest thing 
during a spelling bee is to remember to say 
“capital” for the continents and other proper 
names. This was my first time reading the words to 
the students, but I liked it!” The winners for the 
4th-6th grade were Angela Halvorson from 6th grade 
and Shiane Wilson from 5th grade. Diane Hughes 
has done our school’s spelling bees for 5 or 6 years 
and she says, “I think the most difficult thing in spelling words for the kids is that they don’t take 
the time to spell out a word and the pressure gets them nervous!” Instead of ringing a bell they just 
simply tell the spellers that the word is incorrect. Well, good luck to  
you future spellers! 

 
Snakes Visit Mrs. Nelson’s Science Class  
By Ben Hernandez  
 
 On Friday the 26th of February, Emily Wagner’s parents came in to Mrs. Nelson’s 
Science class with two different snakes to show the students. One of the snakes had a couple 
bite marks on its back. Emily said that her father had given the snake a mouse and the snake 
was not hungry so the mouse decided to bite the snake. Then her dad came home and saw the 
snake getting bit and so he took the mouse out. The reason why she brought in the two snakes 
into our Science class is because we are studying about mammals and reptiles. The great thing 
about the whole class period was that we got to have our phones out and take pictures of the 
snakes. To keep good care of these two is a little hard. First, you have to give the big one a 
mouse and the other snake tropical fruit.  
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Not For the Squeamish 
Young Scientists Dissect Frogs
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7th Grade Boy’s Compete in Basketball Tournament  
By Madison Ming 
 
        From March 1st through March 5th, 7th grade boys competed in a basketball tournament against other schools. This event was held 
at Guerneville School. Mr. Terrell’s words before the tournament were, “I believe this team has a good chance of winning a game in 
this coming tournament. It will be fun!” Great job to the boys for working very hard the whole entire season! 7th grader, Garrett 
Anderson, says, “We lost every game at the tournament. Although, I’m probably going to play again next year. We had some really 
good players on the team but some were inexperienced. I would say the hardest team of the year was the POCS.”  Hope to see you 
guys next year!! 
 

Movie Night 
By Madison Ming 

 
 

Our school had a Movie Night in the Multi on Friday, January 15th. Movie Night proceeds benefit the 
after school programs.  This Movie Night’s fun-filled video was, “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs!” 
Everyone came in PJ’s with blankets and pillows and sat in front of the big screen. “It was very funny!” says 
Madison Lee-Rosen. She and her friend Bonnie had lots of fun wearing there tutu’s and snacking on pizza and 
candy. We want to thank some of the 6th graders for participating in helping run the snack bar. The snack bar 
had tons of treats such as cookies, pizza, candies, and even sushi! Yum!! Rachel Spain says, “It was very 
exciting and just grabbed my attention! I brought pillows and blankets and watched the movie with my 
Grandma and sister.” It was very fun. We hope you will attend the next one. Don’t forget to wear your PJ’s!!  

 
Art Class Eats Deli Sandwiches 
With Their Deli Sandwich Collage! 
By Madison Terry  

 
In the month of January, Mrs. Swanson’s 4th 

and 5th grade Art class did the Deli Sandwich collage 
project, as they do every year. This year, the class had a 
lunch bunch in Mrs. S’s room to celebrate. They didn’t 
have just any ordinary lunch bunch. The 4th and 5th 

graders made deli sandwiches to match their projects! 
Yummy! After eating their wonderful sandwiches, this 
class was filled with fun and excitement. Kids were 
watching TV and having a blast! Lealani Dane’s 
sandwich had mayonnaise, meat, cheese and other good 
ingredients.  Alex Cruz was glad to eat his ham 
sandwich because he was hungry! “This lunch bunch 
was just like an ordinary rainy day lunch, in a good 
way!” says Lealani Dane.  The students had a lot of fun 
eating and making deli sandwiches! Hopefully, this fun-
filled party will happen next year for more students!  
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Sonoma Mission Supplies Burned to the Ground! 
Where Will the Fourth Graders Go Now?  
By Madison Terry 
 
 As many of you know, in 4th grade, students are learning 
about the history of California including the missions and how the 
missionaries lived. This mission, located on Spain and 1st Street in 
Sonoma, was founded on July 4, 1823. In early May, the 4th 
graders go to the Sonoma Mission to live for the day and do the 
chores of the missionaries that once lived there.  But not this year! 
Sadly, the big shed where all the supplies were kept, burned down! 
Everyone is concerned about where they are going to go now for 
this very fun field trip! Well, if things don’t work out, they will be 
going to the Adobe, in Petaluma. This is a very new place for 
everyone and the teachers. None of the students or the teachers 
know quite what they will be doing! Mrs. Graves knows for sure 
that the candle-making and cooking will be happening though! 
Since they will also be missing the bear statue and other cool 
monuments when going to the Adobe, the teachers are thinking of 
going on another field trip to see all of those statues! Even though 
this is a very big change for the fourth grade, everyone is going to 
have a great time at the Adobe! 
 

Valentines Day in Mrs. Graves’ Room! 
By Madison Terry  
 

Friday, February 12, 2010, is usually when Forestville School celebrates Valentines 
Day. This year, Valentines Day was very fun and eventful for the 4th graders in Mrs. Graves’ 
classroom. The 4th graders have made a box with lots of hearts and all sorts of things that 
remind them of this day.  They use them to put all their valentines and goodies in! The kids 
brought all sorts of valentines with yummy goodies. Andi Amaya, 4th grader, made chocolate 
pretzels for all of her classmates; while others made lovely, artistic cards and hearts for their 
friends and teachers. Don’t forget the beautiful carnations that were sent out! Every student 
got one from their teacher and some of their friends and many of students sent out flowers 
too! Fourth grade had a lovely Valentines Day packed with friends, food and fun! 
 

Hope for Haiti 
By Sarah Kirsten 
  

 On January 12, 2010, Haiti had one of the worst earthquakes in over two hundred years. 
Thousands of lives were lost and buried under rubble and dust. According to www.cnn.com, “a 7.0 
magnitude earthquake had struck Haiti causing damage everywhere. More than one hundred and fifty 
thousand people were killed and many more were left homeless.” Although some were saved, countless 
men, women, and children were severely injured. Mrs. Swanson’s and Mr. Anderson’s 7th grade History 
classes had a fundraiser on March 9th. Mrs. Swanson’s class has chosen to set a goal to raise five hundred 
dollars to help out Haiti. Both classes have decided to donate all the money they raised to Doctors Without 

Borders. They have chosen to donate the money to Doctors Without Borders because they had a four star rating.  The History classes 
are going to put jars in each classroom so students can help donate money to help Haiti. So far they have earned over one hundred 
dollars by selling hot chocolate in the Student Store in the quad. Thanks for your support in helping Haiti.  
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Did You Grab Your Hat and Read with the Cat? 
On Read Across America Day?  
By Sarah Kirsten 

 
 March 5, 2010, was the hundredth and sixth anniversary of Theodor Geisel’s birthday. For those 
of you who don’t know, Theodor Geisel is the creator of The Cat in the Hat. Forestville School celebrated 
his birthday on Read Across America Day. Mr. Anderson’s Directed Studies class read to Ms. Mork’s 
Kindergarten class and Mrs. Pola Hoard’s 5th grade class. “My favorite part was getting to hear what each 
of the kids favorite Dr. Seuss books were,” said Amanda Raffety. According to www.csmonitor.com, 
Theodor Geisel wrote over forty books in his lifetime and Read Across America Day celebrates his life 
and all this hard work. “My favorite book by Dr. Seuss was Fox in Socks.” said Sam Kang. Theodor 
wrote all his books due to the fact that there were kids across the country having trouble learning to read 
and the reason was because most kids thought all the books were boring. In 1960, a friend of Theodor’s 
bet him fifty dollars that he couldn’t write a book using only 50 words.  Theodor won the bet by writing 
Green Eggs and Ham. He never did get his fifty dollars, but he created a fun book for kids. 
 
 

 
7th Graders Learn Chinese Calligraphy   
By Elvis Lopez 
 
 Mrs. Swanson’s 7th grade History class started a new chapter on China. One of the things we learned 
about was Chinese calligraphy. Mrs. Swanson told us it would be really fun to do an art project that was related to 
Chinese calligraphy. The art project was to do Chinese calligraphy writing. We also had to use only Chinese 
letters but she made a packet for us to look at. Now, they’re all hanging from the ceiling in our classroom so we 
can see what we did and so other students can see what each other did. She also taught us how the people lived in 
China and what they wore. However, Chinese calligraphy is a type of writing that they do there and their words 
are put into one symbol. All of the students already finished the project that Mrs. Swanson assigned them. Also, 
there’s a book Hu IS A TIGER. That book shows things that some of the people wrote on paper. When they 
wanted to do a mouth by drawing, they would put a ‘u’ and then put a line sideways through the middle and that 
would be a sign of the mouth.  There’s some other cool stuff in there so if you want to take a look at that book 
you should ask Mrs. Swanson. She has a bunch of stuff that is also related to China.  

 
Games From Around the World 
By Ben Hernandez 
 

In Mr. Hayden’s class, the students are playing 
games from around the world. One of the games is 
Moraberaba and it’s from South Africa. Another game 
is Tablet, also from Africa. The types of games the 
students play are old-fashioned games and card games. 
The place where Mr. Hayden gets most of his ideas is 
the internet, but some of his other old games are from 
books. The games teach the students about 
sportsmanship and how to get along with each other.  
Ben Goldsmith said, “The game I liked the most was 
Backo Mongo and Tick Tack Toe.”   
 

   

Happiness 
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New Yearbook Staff 
A Yearbook for the Kids 
By Rachel Spain   
 
 This year there is a new Yearbook staff run by the 8th graders. Christy Simmons and Diane Hughes direct the class. There are 
about 7 students in the class. These students are; Casey Bauer, Craig Fernandez, Diego Garcilazo, Lexi Palm, Megan Simmons, Eli 
Tracy, and Ivet Zamora. “We haven’t had kids help in years,” said Diane Hughes. Each student is assigned to a certain number of 
pages in the Yearbook to make sure that they have pictures for it and a design. Diane Hughes also said, “We wanted to have a 
Yearbook for the kids.” Each student is given a subject or event to take pictures for. So when you see pages in the Yearbook with a 
picture of you on it make sure to thank the Yearbook staff. 
 

Science Olympiad 
Lots of Fun Activities  
By Rachel Spain 
 

 Every Tuesday, Mr. Bruce Tinkham runs Science Olympiad, a fun 
club for young people that like Science. It isn’t that geeky at all. I have been 
doing it for the past 3 years - since 3rd grade. We do lots of fun activities 
such a paper airplanes, barge building, and my favorite, the naked egg drop 
(The egg is naked, not the students). There are a lot more activities than 
this. It has been going on for many years.  It is for 4th-6th graders. The 7th 
and 8th graders can still participate but you are just going to be a junior 
coach. For you 7th and 8th graders, if you need Community Service, you can 
get your hours by just being a junior coach. At the end of the year, the 
people that get the best score on the activity go to finals in May at 
Creekside School in Rohnert Park. This year the finals are on April 24th and 
about noon is the naked egg drop.  So, if you are interested, grab your 
Science hats and be there. 

 
How Our School is Affected by Flooding 
By Amanda Raffety 
  

This year the school has been dealing with flooding issues.  We haven’t actually 
been flooded out but, we were dealing with harsh weather that could have closed the 
school. The school’s Secretary, Diane Nelson said, “Flooding doesn’t damage the school 
it only makes it so most of the kids can’t get to school so we have to shut the school 
down for the day. Closing the school for a day is a disadvantage for the school because 
the school loses money from the State.  The school really needs the money so it would 
really affect us.”  If the power ever goes out during school, Diane said, “we would need 
to stay calm and we would have to wait for someone to turn the power back on.” Living 
in a flood zone disturbs the school. The school isn’t actually in a flood zone but most of 
the students live near or on a flood plain. It is not their fault if they can’t get to school.      
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Important Dates to Remember 
 

Tues 3/23 – 8th Gr. El Molino HS visitation, 9:30-noon 
 

Tues 3/23 – Foundation mtg, Staff Rm, 6:30 pm 
 

Wed 3/24 – DAC mtg, Staff Rm, 3:30 pm 
 

Thurs 3/25 – Kindergarten Drop-in Registration, 3:30-6:30 pm 
  

Fri 3/26 – Mulan Jr., 7:00 pm 
 

Sat 3/27 – Mulan Jr., 7:00 pm 
 

Sun 3/28 – Mulan Jr., 2:00 pm 
 

Mon 3/29 – 7/8 Volleyball @ Willowside, 4/5:00 pm 
 

Tues 3/30 – 7/8 Volleyball @ home, 4:15/5:15 pm 
 

Wed 3/31 – Freshmen Registration, El Molino HS Library, 3-7:00 pm 
 

Thurs 4/1 – 7 Volleyball @ home, 4:00 pm 
 

Thurs 4/1 – School Board mtg, Staff Rm, 6:00 pm 
 

Fri 4/2 – NO SCHOOL! 
 

Mon 4/5 – Fri 4/9 – Spring Break!  NO SCHOOL! 
 

Sun 4/11 – Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, Multi, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

Mon 4/12 – Spring Picture Day, Audi, am 
 

Mon 4/12 – 7/8 Volleyball @ home, 4:15/5:15 pm 
 

Wed 4/14 – 7/8 Volleyball @ home, 4:15/5:15 pm 
 

Thurs 4/15 – Freshmen Registration, El Molino HS Library, 2:30-7:00 pm 
 

Sat 4/17 – School Work Day, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Fri 4/23 – 6-8 Spring Dance 
 

Mon 4/26 – 7/8th Volleyball Tournaments @ RAMS 
 

4/26 – 4/30 – STAR Testing 
 

Fri 4/30 – 8th Graders vs. Staff Basketball Game at Multi 
 

Weds 5/12 – Sports Award Night at 6:30 pm 
 

Thurs 5/13 – Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
 

Mon 5/17 – 8th Grade Speech Auditions 
 

Tue 5/18 – Foundation Meeting at 6:30 pm 
 

Wed 5/19 – Graduation Awards Dessert 
 

Fri 5/21 – 7th Grade Field Trip 
 

Tue 5/25 – 8th Grade Field Trip 
 

Wed 5/26 – Spring Concert 7pm 
 

Fri 5/28 – 8th Grade Graduation Practice – all day 
 

Mon 5/31 – Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL! 
 

Tue  6/1 - *th Grade Graduation Practice – all day 
 

Wed  6/2 – Last Day of School! -  Minimun Day 12:30 dismissal – 6:30pm 8th Grade Graduation! 
 

 


